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The Call of the Peopleof Duntuce to Mr. Fohn Cameron, Preacher o the Gospel. 
Sir, : i 

WE, the undernamed Sub:ribers, Members of the Old Presbyterian Congregation of Dunluce, being, by the Providence of 
God, destitute of a stated Gospel Minster mong us ; and being fully convinced of the disadvantages which we and our Families labour under 
on that account, do, with the utmost cherfulness and unanimity, call and invite you, Mr. John Cameron, Preacher of the Gospel, to 
undertake the Pastoral Care of our Souls, y preaching the Gospel, administering the Sacraments, and performing all the other Duties of a 
Minister: such as visiting and catechiing ; and particularly in visiting the Sick, when you are called, and your Health permits.— 
Being thus moved to give you this sin ibles Invitation, from the good Character we had of you, before you came among’ Us; and, 
more especially, from the abundant satifaction we have had by your preaching and conversation, since we had the happiness of hearing 
you, and being acquainted with you: VW, therefore, beseech and intreat you, with the utmost warmth and harmony possible, to accept 
this our Call, and to take upon you th Pastoral Oversight of our Souls. And, for your Encouragement, We faithfully promise and 
oblige ourselves to perform, to the utmst of our Power, all those relative Duties, which are incumbent on us toward a Pastor, set 
over us in the Lord. Particularly, that we will subject ourselves in the Lord to your Ministry, both in your Doctrine, and in the 
Exercise of Church Discipline anong w} that we will respect and reverence your Person ; and that you may wholly devote yourself 
to study, and to the faithful discharce of your Ministry, without disturbance or distraction by worldly Businesses, or difficulties ; 
That the Lord Jesus, the Chief 


Shepherd, may dispose you to accept this our Invitation and Call, is the earnest and unanimous Prayer of us, whose Names are here 


we promise and engage to support yuu with a Maintenance suitable to your Station and Office. 


Subscribed. 


Dunluce, April 24th, 1755. 


I saw the above Names sub-~ 
scribed personally, or by 
their order, as witness my 
hand, Day and Year above 


written. 


JOHN SIMPSON. 
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PREFACE. 


Ar a time when publications on matters 
of controversial divinity are teeming from 
the press, and the cause of liberal inquiry 
has been advocated by men of distin- 
guished abilities and learning, he, who 
would offer a new work on such a subject, 
should be prepared to shew, either that 
it,is stamped with transcendent merit, or 
that, owing to other peculiar and striking 
circumstances, it is calculated to engage 
the attention of the world. With respect 
to the former of these reasons, the present 
work must speak for itself; nor can any 
encomiums from an individual admirer pre- 


serve it from the cutting or lash of eriti- 
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cism. On what grounds then does it claim 
an attentive and dispassionate perusal? It 
is, that it is important to the cause of 
Christian truth, the great cause of man’s 
present and future happiness, to shew that 
sentiments, which at the present day are 
so impiously branded with the name of 
heresy, and against which, in their calm 
and placid progress, Bigotry and Fana- 
ticism sounded the alarming cry of “« Dan- 
ger; that these are not the ephemeral off- 
spring of human vanity—are not confined 
to a party combining to influence the world 
with their own peculiar creed; but that 
candid and discriminating reason goes ever 
hand in hand with the pure doctrines of the 
gospel ; and that, in every country and age, 
of whatever caste or colour, in every 
sphere of society and department of life 
similar views have been adopted, by-suchi 


as, spurning the trammels of corruption, 
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have dared to assert the native dignity of 
the human mind. 

The Rev. Joun Cameron, the author 
of this little work, now, for the first time, 
presented to the public, was a member of 
the General Synod of Ulster, and for many 
years Minister of the Presbyterian Congre- 
gation of Dunluce, in the northern part of 
the county of Antrim. He was a native of 
Scotland, and was first introduced into 
public life in Ireland as a preacher among 
the Covenanters, or, as they are some- 
times called, Cameronians; and, bearing 
himself the name of Cameron, and ad- 
dressing the almost immediate descendants 
of those who had emigrated through per- 
secution from Scotland, and had settled 
on the northern shores of Ireland, he 
became a popular minister of the day. 
‘He preached the doctrines of Calvin in 


their full rigour and austerity, without 
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attempting, as some modern preachers 
have done, to fashion them to popular 
taste, and to publish them in a moderate 
tone. The high reputation of this sincere 
and zealous man procured him a unani- 
mous call from the congregation of Dunluce, 
under the care of the Presbytery of Route ; 
and to that charge, after passing through 
the usual trials, he was shortly afterwards 
ordained. Intimately acquainted with sys- 
tematic divinity, powerfully affecting in his 
language and address, with simple manners 
and unbending integrity, he fully realized 
the expectations of his friends, and stood 
in the foremost rank of respectable and 
eloquent preachers. 

About this time a most important revolu- 
tion took place in his religious sentiments. 
This is best related in his own words; “I. 
had been invited to dine with a dignitary 
of the Established Church, when, after 
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dinner, as both of us were men of literary 

inquiry, the churchman said to me, ‘ Ca- : 
meron, have you seen Taylor of Norwich, 
on Original Sin? No, was my reply ; nor 
do I wish to see it; it is a most dangerous 
production; and I have often cautioned 
my flock against its new-fangled doctrines. 
‘1 shall give it to you, said the divine, 
‘when you are returning home. On my 
retiring, the dignitary said, ‘ Cameron, you 
have forgotten the book, but I shall bring 
it to you.’ With great reluctance did I 
remain until it was put into my hand; 
and I declare, such was my aversion to it, 
that I would as soon have been accom- 
panied by his Satanic majesty. Next 
morning I commenced a perusal of this 
production. As I advanced, a new and 
wonderful light broke in upon my mind. 
The author’s exposition of scripture, and 


the illustration of the doctrine proposed, 
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was so exceedingly simple and. rational, 
and so consistent with the word of God, 
that I never met with any thing which 
made such an impression gpon my mind. 
For a few days I laid the book aside, 
pondering and revolving in my mind its 
important contents. I then resumed the 
perusal, carefully collating every text with 
the original, and comparing it with the 
word of God. The result was a complete 
and entire change in my religious sentiments. 
My former opinions and prejudices dis- 
solved before the sun of truth, and dis- 
appeared as the morning dew before the 
rising orb of day.” 

From this might be dated, that thorough 
imvestigation of the word of God which he 
then commenced, and which was very 
conspicuous in all his writings. 

His contemporaries, who frequently heard 


him preach, have declared, that, in the ex- 
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position of the word of God, they never 
heard any man who could give such happy 
and judicious illustrations. He was sin- 
gularly felicitous in lecturing, or explaining 
a portion of the scriptures; which formed, 
in his day; a part of public worship. 

As a writer of sermons he was truly 
original, composing entirely from the rich 
stores of his own comprehensive mind: 
and so fully did he abound in such pro- 
ductions, that he composed for many of his 
less able brethren in the ministry, who 
preached to rigid Calvinistic congregations; 
and even in these, guided by that unbend- 
ing integrity which distinguished him, he 
- never deviated from the purity of the faith 
which he professed. In moments of more 
unreserved communication, he has declared 
to his intimate friends, that his discourses 
were, every sabbath day, preached to szv 


congregations, the minister of scarcely one 
(cs lsd ss, 


b 
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of which durst be known to correspond 
with him, at least to hold with him any 
ecclesiastical communion, so obnoxious was 
he to the Calvinistic party. It was shortly 
after this noble revolution in his religious 
sentiments that he commenced author. 
Religious parties running high in the 
Synod, and a bitter temper of disputation 
having arisen about Subscription to the 
Westminster Confession of Faith, in order 
to allay this unchristian feeling, he pub- 
lished “ The Catholic Christian.” This 
pamphlet excited great notice at the time, 
and was replied to by Mr. M‘Dowell, then ~ 
of Ballykelly, afterwards of Dublin. The 
result of the discussion to the two gentle- 
men was, in the verse ratio of their 
merits: for his defence of unconditional sub- 
scription, the one was rewarded with the 
title of Doctor of Divinity; while the | 


abler man, the simple and ingenuous pas- 
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tor of Dunluce, was left unnoticed and 
neglected. 

In his habits and manners as a minister 
of the gospel, Mr. Cameron was singu- 
larly impressive. His lofty tone of expres- 
sion——his energetic manner of address—the 
fluency and fervor of his language—and, 
above all, the strong sensibility which he 
could not control, especially in treating 
of matters deeply interesting and pathetic, 
rendered him a preacher whom few could 
hear without profound attention and power- 
ful emotion. In his habits and manners, he 
was entirely primitive and simple; studi- 
ous in the extreme; seldom, if ever, entering 
on the cares and concerns of the world. 
Hence his circumstances were very limited : 
yet the good providence of God never suf- 
fered him to be in absolute want; and there 
are many instances on record, which, while 


they bear testimony to his estimable cha- 
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racter, bespeak the purest feelings of Chris- 
tian love on the part of his benefactors. 
To their disinterested kindness he was fre- 
quently indebted for a supply of those 
comforts which, in the. ardour of his 
search after truth, and the zeal with which 
he discharged his ministerial duties, he 
had been altogether inattentive to pro- 
vide. It was not till shortly before his 
death, that he learned who his bene- 
factors were; and so powerful, so over- 
whelming, was his grateful sensibility, that 
it was only when relieved by a flood of 
tears, that he could give utterance to the 
emotions of his heart. 

Thus did this primitive servant of God 
pass a long, honorable, and ‘useful life; 
happy in the approbation of the wise and 
good, preaching the great truths of pure 
religion, and exemplifying them by a spot- 


less life and character. 
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He died on the last day of December, 
1799, and was interred at Dunluce; having 
been forty-five years minister of that con- 
gregation. oft 

Mr. Cameron was the author of several 
works of much interest, as The Messiah ; 
Scripture Forms of Devotion, being a col- 
lection of prayers composed entirely in 
scripture language. One, on which he be- 
stowed much pains, was entitled, The 
State of our first Parents in Eden, impar- 
tially considered, compared with that of their 
posterity in the world. Many of his works, 
however, were highly admired by those 
who have seen them in manuscript; but 
which, from various circumstances, never 
have reached the public eye. Of this 
number is the treatise now first offered to 
the world. It is the result of a close and 
dispassionate perusal of the sacred volume, 


with a mind resolved to divest itself of all 
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preconceived opinions, and unbiassed by 
the views and comments of theologians, 
comparing scripture with scripture, and 
explaining and elucidating one passage by 
another. 

Shortly before his decease, he presented 
it to a gentleman, his intimate friend and 
admirer, as a small token of his regard. 
That liberal and intelligent gentleman, a 
most respectable member of the Presby- 
terian body, is, like the author, now no 
more. A few years previous to his death, 
he permitted the present editor to take a 
copy of the work; and he accompanied the 
permission with the following observation : 

<< That, whilst in respect of controverted 
doctrines, in matters of religion, the world 
was comparatively quiet, he had some doubts 
of the prudence of publishing what might 
eventually excite a spirit of altercation, such 


as had too often already disgraced the Chris- 
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tian annals,. however purely uw evhibited the 
character of Divine benignity and wisdom— 
however clearly it displayed * the truth, as it 
scam Jesus Christ." ~ But,’ he added, 
<< should the attempt be renewed, in your day, 
to interfere with the rights of private judg- 
ment, and, in the country where we live, to 
bind Presbyterians to creeds which set rea- 
son and conscience at defiance, you have not 
only my permission to put this work abroad 
into the world, but it is my earnest desire that 
you do so.” 

In order to judge if such a state of things 
has arrived, it is only necessary to look to 
the occurrences of the last few years, where- 
in the war-whoop of intolerance has been 
raised and re-echoed by fanatics and bi- 
gots, who, by public declamation and private 
‘nsinuation, have sought to frustrate com- 
mon sense, and extinguish the divine light 


of reason ;—wherein attempts have been 
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made, which manifestly tend to involve 
Christianity in all the gloom of barbarism 
and mental darkness,—to blast the charac- 
ter and destroy the utility of institutions 
founded on the most upright principles, 
and admirably fitted for the advancement 
of human knowledge and happiness,—and 
to brand the once liberal and highly re- 
spectable Synod of Ulster with the eternal 


stigma of degradation. 
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PART FIRST. 


THE 


DOCTRINE OF THE SCRIPTURES, 


CONCERNING 


THE ONLY TRUE GOD. 


CHAP. I. 
OF THE UNITY OF GOD. 


Tar there is one eternal infinitely perfect 
being, the Creator and Governor of the 
universe, is the doctrine both of reason and 
revelation. When God is introduced in 
scripture as speaking of himself, as spoken 
to, or of, it is almost always in the singular 
number: as, I, my, thy, his, &c. The 
personal pronouns plural are never used, 
but in that place where Moses relates the 
creation of man, in these words, ‘‘ And 
God said, Let us make man in our 
image, after. our likeness,” Gen. i. 26. 
B 


2 

This uncommon use of the plural instead 
of the singular number, appears to have 
been designed by Moses, not to signify any 
plurality or number of distinct persons in the 
Deity, but to point out the dignity of man, 
above the material, animal, and vegetable 
creation. In the production of these, God 
only said, “let them be,” and they were so. 
But when he comes to the creation of man 
he represents God as calling upon others 
to join him in the work, importing, not any 
deficiency of power in the Deity, but the 
superior dignity and excellence of man, as 
it is expressed in the subsequent words, 
‘““ And let them have dominion,” &c. To 
which he immediately adds, “Then God 
created man in his own image, in the image 
of God created he him.” 

Thus, the creation of man is plainly 
ascribed to one intelligent cause, being, 
or person, ‘‘ He, (God) created him in 
his own image,” agreeable to that funda- 
mental doctrine which Moses always 
taught: “ Here, O Israel, the Lord our 
God is one Lord.” 
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As for the words, Gen. il. 22. «The 
Lord God said, behold, the man is become 
as one of us, to know good and evil,” they 
appear to be ironical, and have a plain 
reference to the serpent saying to the 
woman, “ Ye shall be as gods.” <‘ The 
man is become as one of us,” doth no more 
imply a plurality of persons in the godhead, 
than it implies that one of these persons 
only knew good and evil, or that it implies 
that one of them was a transgressor like 
Adam. Accordingly the unity is expressed 
in these words, “So he drove out the 
man.” With respect to the Hebrew word 
Elohim, (gods) it can be no argument to 
prove a plurality in God; unless we admit 
that there are more gods than one, which 
is directly contradictory to reason and re- 
velation; especially when it is remem- 
bered that Elohim is always jomed with 
an active verb singular; importing, that 
though the word has a plural termination, 
it only conveys the idea of one active, 
intelligent being. 

As God is a being incomprehensible to 
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the understanding, he is frequently de- 
scribed as having some resemblance or 
analogy to man. Thus we read of his 
eyes, ears, hands, soul, spirit, word, &c. 
Various passions are also ascribed to him; 
as, love, pity, anger, hatred. But none 
ever understood these in a literal sense, 
except the unreasonable sect of the Swe- 
denborgians. The true meaning is, that 
he sees, and hears, and communicates his 
intentions to mankind; that he exerts his 
power upon the minds of men, and upon 
the material world; that he approves 
virtue, and disapproves vice; that what- 
ever we do by the means of bodily organs, 
or animal passions, he does in the most 
easy and perfect manner without them. 
God is frequently represented in scrip- 
ture as a Father, doing all things by his 
word and spirit. Hence the common 
opinion of three persons, the Father, 
Word, and Spirit, being one God. The 
only difficulty attending this doctrine, 
appears to consist in the different ideas 
annexed to God and Person. For if the 
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word god signifies an intelligent being, 
possessed of absolute perfection, then we 
are certain that there is only one such 
being in the universe; as all Christians 
confess. If the word person has the same 
meaning, then it is contradictory and ab- 
surd to affirm, that there are three infinite 
beings, and only one infinite being in the 
eodhead. If, however, the word person 
signifies only something in or belonging 
to the supreme Being, of which we can 
form no conception, then the controversy 
only becomes a strife of words without 
meaning. But as the Father, the Word, 
and the Holy Spirit are so frequently men- 
tioned in the scripture, it is certainly the 
duty of Christians to inquire into what 1s 
meant by these three. This is accordingly 
attempted in the following chapters. 


CHAP. II. 


OF GOD THE FATHER. 


We are informed by Moses, that God made 
man in his own image. Hence Adam is 
called the Son of God, Luke iii.-38.. And 
God who made us is called our Father. 
‘‘ Have we not all one Father? Hath 
not one God created us?” Mat. ii. 10. 
‘“ Doubtless thou art our father, though 
Abraham be ignorant of us, and Israel ac- 
knowledge us not: thou, O Lord, art our 
father.” Isaiah Ixiti. 16. ‘* Thou art our 
father; we are the clay, and thou our pot- 
ter; and we all are the work of thy hand.” 
Isaiah Ixiv. 8. Hence, the worshippers of 
the true God are called his children, his 
sons and daughters... ‘“ I will be a Father 
unto you, and ye shall be my sons and 
daughters, saith the Lord Almighty.” 
2 or yi, 18; 
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It is evident, therefore, that the Lord 
Almighty, who created us, is that supreme, 
intelligent person or being, whom the pro- 
phets, our Lord, and his apostles, call the 
Father, or our heavenly father. Accord- 
ingly our Saviour, in his address to him a 
short time before his death, calls: him the 
only true God, John xvii. 3. thereby, ex- 
cluding every other being or person in the 
universe from that title. To him alone his 
prayers were directed, and to him alone he 
commanded his disciples to pray. ‘‘ When 
thou prayest enter into thy closet, and 
when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy 
Father who is in secret, and thy Father 
who seeth in secret, shall reward thee 
openly. Your Father knoweth what things 
ye have need of before ye ask them. After 
this manner therefore pray ye, ‘ Our Fa- 
ther,’” &c. In like manner he observed to 
the woman of Samaria, who appeared to 
be more inquisitive about the place than 
the object of religious worship; “ The hour 
cometh and now is, when the true worship- 
pers shall worship the Father, in spirit and 
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in truth; for the Father seeketh such te 
worship him. God (viz. the Father) isa 
spirit, and they that worship him must 
worship him in spirit and in truth.” 

As he declared the Father to be the 
only true God, so, in all his discourses, 
wherever he makes mention of the true 
God, absolutely God, he must be under- 
stood to mean the Father. Accordingly, 
in the same sentence, or discourse, - we 
often find he uses these two words indif- 
ferently, to signify the same being. When- 
ever he mentions the Father, we must 
understand that he means God; and when 
he makes mention of God, we know that 
he means the Father, whom he calls the 
only true God, and whom he declares to be 
«his Father and our Father, his God and 
eur God.” 

The apostles also, who were instructed 
by him, in like manner, acknowledge no 
God but the Father. ‘‘ We know that an 
idol is nothing in the world, and that there 
are no other gods than one. For though 
there be that are called gods, whether in 
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heaven or in earth, (as there be gods many 
and lords many, 1. e. among the heathen, ) 
but to us (Christians) there is but one God 
the Father, of whom are all things,” 1 Cor. 
viii. 4.“ There is one God and Father of 
all, who is above all, and through all, and 
in you all,” Eph.iv.6. ‘‘Grace be unto you 
from God our Father,” Phil. i. 2. ‘‘ There- 
with bless we God, even the Father,” 
James iii. 9. ‘‘ Blessed be the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,” 1 Peter 
Le. 

In all the apostolic writings, wherever 
the Father is mentioned, the true God is 
always meant. And wherever the true 
God is mentioned, the Father is meant. 
This must be obvious from the uniform use 
of the words throughout them all. It ap- 
pears, therefore, upon the whole, that there 
is no being or person in the universe, to 
whom the titles and attributes of the true 
God do preperly belong, but to him who is 
called the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 
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CHAP OY UH. 
OF THE WORD, OR THE WORD OF GOD. 


Moses informs us that in the beginning 
God’ created the heavens and the earth. 
Creation is an act of the Deity, giving 
an existence to things that had no exis- 
tence before. It supposes, Ist, a know- 
ledge of all things he intended to create, 
before they had any actual existence : 
2nd, power to communicate existence : 
and 3rd, a voluntary existence of that 
power. But as to the manner m which 
this voluntary power of God gave existence 
to things which had none before, this is 
altogether beyond the reach of our con- 
ceptions. And, therefore, Moses, to give 
us the most sublime idea possible of the 
divine power in creation, represents God 
as making all things by his word, or speak- 
ing them into being. ‘‘ God said, Let there 
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be light, and there was light: and God 
said, Let there be a firmament in the 
midst of the waters, and it was so. And 
God said, Let the waters under the heaven 
be gathered to one place,” and so on, as it 
appears in Genesis. Thus, the heavens 
and the earth were finished, created or 
made, and all the host of them, by the 
breath of his mouth. He spoke them 
into being. | 

A word, in its literal sense, 1s an articu- 
late sound, pronounced by the organs of 
speech; an arbitrary sign, intended to 
convey our thoughts to others. But when 
Moses represents God as pronouncing cer- 
tain words, we are not to understand him 
sn such a literal sense, as if God had creat- 
ed the world by pronouncing certain articu- 
late sounds. His meaning is only this, 
that his efficacious will, or voluntary power, 
brought light and all other things into 
existence instantaneously, and with as 
much ease as we utter a word. Where 
the word of a king is, there 1s power; that 
is. where his will is made known, it is 
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instantly obeyed. In like manner all 
things which had only an ideal existence 
in the divine mind before creation, became 
obedient to his efficacious will; and by his 
voluntary power received an actual exis- 
tence, at that time, which Moses calls the 
beginning. The Psalmist, also, ascribes 
the creation of all things to the same cause 
acting in the same way. “ By the word 
(or efficacious will) of God were the heavens 
made, and all the host of them by the 
breath of his mouth: he spake, and it was 
done; he commanded, and it stood fast,” 
Psal. xxxiil. 6. Even the common effects 
produced by the established laws of Nature 
(which are the voluntary power of God act- 
ing in a regular course) are ascribed to the 
word of God. ‘He sent his word and 
healed them, and delivered them from their 
destructions,” Psal. evil. 20. ‘* He sendeth 
forth his commandment upon earth; his 
word runneth very swiftly. He sent forth 
his word, and melted the ice and the snow,” 
Psal. cxlvii. 15. “ Joseph was laid in 
iron; until the time that his word came: 
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the word of the Lord tried him,” Psal. 
ex. 1D. 

The same idea is frequently annexed to 
this word by our Lord and his apostles. 
«Tt is written that man shall not live by 
bread alone, but by every word that pro- 
ceedeth out of the mouth of God,” Matt. 
iv. 4.that is, God, when he pleases, is 
able to preserve human life without bread, 
as he did our Saviour, when he fasted forty 
days in the wilderness. In lke manner 
John, in his introduction to the history of 
our Lord, informs us, that “‘ In the begin- 
ning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God.” The same 
word, or efficacious power, was in the be- 
einning with God. All things were made 
by it, or by him, and without him, or it, 
none of the things which are, were made. 
And the word, (i. e. God who made all 
things) was made flesh, and dwelt among 
us. By flesh we are to understand man: 
but, it is impossible that God, who is un- 
changeable, should be made man; and 
therefore the meaning is, as the apostle 
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expresses it, ‘‘ God was manifest in the 
flesh,” 1 Tim. in. 16. He manifested his 
wisdom and power in the person and public 
ministry of the man Christ Jesus, the only 
mediator between God and men. Thus 
‘the Word was made flesh, and dwelt 
among us.” As the only true God mani- 
fested his power to the children of Israel, 
while he is said to have dwelt among them 
in the tabernacle and temple; so he did to 
the Jews when he dwelt among them in 
the flesh, or in the person of his only be- 
eotten Son. ‘ And we beheld his glory,” 
said the evangelist, “as the glory of the 
only begotten of the Father.” It was the 
Father that dwelt in him; it was the Fa- 
ther that wrought his miracles; the Father 
that taught him, and spoke by him. He 
that saw him did in effect see the Father 
also: and, therefore, the Word is not a per- 
son distinct from the Father, the only true 
God, but his efficacious will, or voluntary 
power, directed by unerring wisdom. Ac- 
cordingly, Paul observes, that ‘‘ the word 
of God is quick and powerful, and sharper 
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than any two-edged sword; piercing even 
to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, 
and of the joints and marrow, and is a dis- 
eerner of the thoughts and intents of the 
heart. Neither is there any creature, that 
is not manifest in his sight; but all things 
are naked and opened unto the eyes of him 
with whom we have to do,” Heb. iv. 12; 
The apostle Peter also observes, ‘‘ that by 
the word of God the heavens were of old, 
and the earth standing out of the water 
and in the water: whereby, the world that 
then was, being overflowed with waiter, 
perished: but the heavens and the earth, 
which are now, by the same word are kept 
in store, reserved unto fire, against the day 
of judgment, and perdition of ungodly 
men,” 2 Peter iii. 5. 

In like manner, the various revelations 
which God has given to men, are called the 
word, or word of God. Thus we are told 
that, “the word of the Lord came to Abra- 
ham in a vision,” Gen. xv. 1. The word 
of the Lord came frequently to Jeremiah, 
i. 2--Te Ezekiel. ‘vis 1.—To: John’ the 
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Baptist in the wilderness, Luke in. 2. 
But this word does not merely consist in 
written characters, or articulate sounds, 
which are only artificial signs; but in the 
things signified: in the thoughts, the will, 
the purposes, and the designs of God; 
which he, in a most extraordinary manner, 
made known to the prophets. The words 
spoken, or written, are only the sensible 
signs by which the will of God 1s com- 
municated to others; these are addressed 
to the eyes and ears; but the things sig- 
nified, the will and purposes of God, are 
addressed to the understanding and to the 
heart. Where these are not informed, or 
duly influenced, the word or will of God 
has no effect. 

As the Word was made flesh, or the will 
of God was made known, in the most ex- 
traordinary manner and measure to our 
Saviour, who was appointed of God to 
carry his designs into execution; so for that 
reason his name is called the Word of God, 
Rev. xix. 13. The word or will of God, 
is the same as the power or wisdom of 
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God; for, they are both inseparable. 
«“ By the word of the Lord were the hea- 
vens made: he spake, and the earth was,” 
Psal. xxxiii. 6. “The Lord by wisdom 
hath founded the earth; by understanding 
he hath established the heavens,” Prov. 
iii. 19. This divine wisdom is beautifully 
described by Solomon in figurative lan- 
ouage, as a person exceedingly zealous for 
the happiness of mankind. “ Wisdom 
crieth without, she uttereth her voice in 
the streets, she crieth in the chief places of 
soncourse; in the openings of the gates, in 
the city she uttereth her words. How 
long, ye simple ones, will ye love simphi- 
city; and ye scorners, delight in scorning ; 
and ye fools hate knowledge: turn ye at 
my reproof: behold, I will pour out my 
spirit unto you, I will make known my 
words unto you,” Prov. i. 20. ‘‘ Doth not 
wisdom cry? and understanding put forth 
her voice? Unto you, O men, I call; and 
my voice is to the sons of men. The Lord 
possessed me in the beginning of his ways, 
D 
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before his works of old: I was set up from 
everlasting, from the beginning, or ever the 
earth was. Now, therefore, hearken to me, 
O children; for blessed are they that keep 
my ways,” Prov. iii. 1. 

This wisdom is not to be considered as a 
person distinct from the Father, the only 
true God. It is something he possessed 
from the beginning, from everlasting; it is 
one of his eternal and infinite perfections. 
The word, or word of God, in like manner, 
is not a person distinct from God, even the 
Father; it is something that he possessed 
from the beginning, exerted at the crea- 
tion, and manifested by revelation; i.e. his 
power and wisdom. Every divine perfection 
is one and the same thing with God him- 
self, who is one simple, uncompounded 
being; and as the human understanding 
cannot comprehend such an infinite object, 
we are obliged to contemplate his perfec- 
tions in succession; while, in the mean time, 
we should beware of considering these as 
beings or persons distinct from God, or 
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from each other, as the greater part of the 
Christian world have done, and. still con- 
tinue to do, when they consider the Word 
and Spirit as two distinct persons, and 
different from the Father, the only true 
God, and equal to him in all perfections 
and properties. 


CHAP. IV. 


OF THE SPIRIT, THE HOLY SPIRIT, OR 
THE SPIRIT OF GOD. 


THE word spirit, derived from the Latin, 
spiro, originally signified breath; but, as 
this breath is the sensible sign of some 
living, intelligent, active principle in man, 
it is therefore used to signify that prin- 
ciple itself. When the breath departs, 
or the man expires, the spirit is said to 
depart—the man expires.. The principle 
of life, activity and intelligence, is gone. 
Then the body returns to earth, whence it 
came, and ‘‘ the spirit to God who gave it,” 
Ecles. xii. 7. And though God be incom- 
prehensible to the human understanding, 
yet we always conceive of him, as a living, 
intelligent, active being, without bodily, 
material organs, possessed of all possible 
perfections; he is, therefore, called a Spirit, 
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the eternal Spirit, and the Father of splits. 
Thus our Lord, in his conference with the 
woman of Samaria, observed, ‘‘ God is 
a spirit, and they that worship him, must 
worship him in spirit and in truth.” And 
who this spirit—this object of worship is, 
he told her in the preceding verse: ‘ The 
hour cometh, and now is, when the true 
worshippers shall worship the Father im 
spirit and in truth,” John iv. 24. Con- 
sequently, they who worship the Father, 
are the only worshippers of the only true 
God . «For to us there is but one God, 
even the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.” 

The spirit of God is, therefore, the 
spirit of the Father, and not a person 
distinct from him, but something in, or 
belonging to him, some particular act, or 
operation ascribed to him. We can form 
no idea of the actions, or operations, of a 
spirit, but what consists in thinking and 
willing. Creation is an act of the Deity, 
of which we can form no conception. We 
have an idea of the cause and of the effect ; 
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but, as to the manner in which the cause 
operates, so as to produce the effect, we 
have no idea, nor can we have any com- 
prehension. That spirit can act on matter 
so as to put it in motion, we know, and are 
certain from experience; but as to the 
manner in which this motion is communi- 
cated, we know nothing, but that it pro- 
ceeds from the will. That God can act 
immediately on the minds of men, or upon 
any other spirit, as he can create or com- 
municate action to matter, we are certain ; 
but how he acts in either case, further 
than by volition, or willing the effect, it 
is impossible for us to conceive. And 
hence it is, that the operation of the Deity, 
in creating, and in working miracles, either 
upon the minds of men, or upon the 
material world, is in scripture ascribed 
to the spirit, the spirit of God, or to God 
himself. 

Thus we are told by Moses, that when 
God created the world, ‘‘ the sprrit of God 
moved upon the face of the waters,” Gen. 
1.13. Job also observes, ‘‘ by his spirit 
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he hath garnished the heavens; his hand 
hath formed the crooked serpent,” Job xxvi. 
13. Thus the sprit of God, and the hand 
of God, signify the same thing; 1. e. the 
power of God. ‘‘ By the word of the Lord 
were the heavens made, and all the host 
of them by the breath (or spirit) of his 
mouth,” Psal. xxx. 6. ‘ The spirit of 
God hath made me,” said Ehhu, ‘‘ and the 
breath (or spirit) of the Almighty hath 
given me life,” Job xxx 4. ‘“ Whither 
shall I go from thy spirit? or flee from thy 
presence? If I ascend unto heaven, thou 
art there,’ &c. Psal. cxxxix. 7. Thus 
the spirit of God, and the presence of God, 
signify the same thing with God himself: 
“who doeth (or acteth) according to his will 
in the army of heaven, or among the inha- 
bitants of the earth; and none can restrain 
his hand, or resist his power,” Daniel 
iv. 35. 

In hke manner, all immediate and ex- 
traordinary communications of knowledge 
to the minds of men, are ascribed to the 
spirit of God. Thus, when Joseph had in- 
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terpreted Pharaoh’s dream, the latter said 
unto his servants, ‘“‘ Can we find such a 
one as this is, a man in whom the spirit of 
God is?” What he meant by the spirit of 
God being in Joseph is plain, from what he 
said to him; ‘‘ Forasmuch as God hath 
shown thee all this, there is none so dis- 
creet and wise as thou art,’ Gen. xl. 38. 
We are told also, that ‘‘the Lord came 
down ina cloud, and spoke unto Moses; 
and took of the spirit that was upon him, 
and gave it to the seventy elders: and it 
came to pass, when the spirit rested upon 
them, they prophesied, and did not cease,” 
Num. xi. 25. Among the various mercies 
which God had bestowed upon the children 
of Israel, this is likewise acknowledged as 
one; ‘‘ Thou gavest also thy good spirit to 
instruct them,” Nehem. ix. 20. ‘“ Many 
years didst thou forbear them, and testi- 
fiedst against them by thy spirit in thy 
prophets.” verse 30. 

This extraordinary act or operation of 
God, in communicating knowledge or wis- 
dom to the prophets, is called by the 
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apostle insperation. Thus, “ All scripture 
is given by inspiration of God,” 2'Tim. iil. 
16. <‘ For prophecy came not of old time 
by any men, but holy men of God spake 
as they were moved by the Holy Spirit,” 
2 Peter i. 21. That is, by a divme im- 
pulse; or as they were immediately 1n- 
spired by God, who is a spirit, and who 
alone is holy. | 

Though this operation of the Deity, 
which is called inspiration, or being moved 
by the Spirit, is altogether inconceivable 
to us, yet the effect it had upon the minds 
of the prophets, is clearly explained in the 
words of our Lord to his apostles: ‘“ Ye 
shall be brought before rulers and kings for 
my sake, for a testimony against them: but 
when they shall lead you and deliver you 
up, take no thought beforehand what ye 
shall speak, neither do ye premeditate: but 
whatever shall be given you in that hour, 
that speak ye: for it is not ye that speak, 
but the Holy Spirit,” Mark xii. 9. ‘The 
Holy Spirit shall teach you in that hour 
what ye ought to say,” Luke xii. 12. “ For 
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it is not ye that speak, but the spirit of the 
Father which speaketh in you,” Matt. x. 20. 

A succession of thoughts conveyed into 
the mind by the spirit, or powerful opera- 
tion of God, is as possible and reasonable 
to believe, as a succession of thoughts con- 
veyed into the mind by the intervention of 
bodily organs. They both proceed from 
God: the one is extraordinary, the other 
common; but. neither of them can be ex- 
plained, so as to account for the manner in 
which these thoughts are produced. Ac- 
cordingly the divine agency, or inspiration 
of the minds of men, was commonly be- 
lieved among the heathens. Thus we are 
told, that when Belshazzar, king of Ba- 
bylon, was terrified by the hand-writing 
upon the plaster of the wall, and could find 
no man to read, or interpret the same— 
‘“‘'The queen said unto him, there is a man 
in thy kingdom in whom is the spirit of the 
holy gods; and in the days of thy father, 
light, and understanding, and wisdom, like 
the wisdom of the gods, were found in 
him,’ &c. Dan. v.11. 
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in like manner we are informed, that 
when Paul was at Philippi, in Macedonia, 
he met with a damsel possessed of a spirit 
of divination; or, as it is expressed in the 
Greek, a spirit of Python, as the supersti- 
tious people imagined by Apollo. This 
false deity had his temples, his altars, and 
his priests, who pretended to foretel future 
events by inspiration. To inspire, lite- 
rally signifies, to breathe into; thus, ‘ God 
breathed (or inspired) into Adam's nostrils 
the breath of life, and man became a living 
soul,” Gen. ii. 7. The living soul, or spirit 
of life in man, is therefore an operation of 
the immediate power, or inspiration, or 
spirit of God. Accordingly, in the New 
Testament as well as the Old, we find that 
miracles of power and knowledge, are both 
ascribed to the Spirit, the Holy april, or 
Spirit of God. 

We are informed that when the Vibgin 
Mary was found to be with child, the angel 
of the Lord said unto Joseph, “‘ Fear not 
' to take unto thee Mary thy wife, for that 
which is conceived (or begotten) in her, is 
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of the Holy Spirit,” Matt. 1.20. To the 
virgin also he said, “‘ The Holy Spirit shall 
come upon thee, and the power of the 
Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore 
also, that holy thing which shall be born 
of thee shall be called the Son of God,” 
Luke i.35. Here it is evident, that by the 
Holy Spirit, the angel meant the imme- 
diate, miraculous power, energy, and opera- 
tion of God, whom he calls the Highest; 
i, e. the Father, the only true God, and not 
a person distinct from the Father. For 
certainly that divine person, or being, by 
whose immediate power Jesus was con- 
ceived, must be his Father; otherwise he 
could not be called ‘‘ the Son of God, the 
Son of the Highest,” verse 32. But it is 
evident he was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, or by the power of the Highest; and 
therefore the spirit or power of the Highest, 
must mean the spirit or power of the Fa- 
ther, and not another person equal to him 
in power and glory. 

When our Lord cast out demons, or 
cured people that were mad, he told the 
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Pharisees, “that he did it by the spirit of 
God,” Matt. xii. 25. In Luke it is said 
that he did it by the finger, that is by the 
power of God: even as the heavens are 
said to be the ‘‘ work of his fingers,” Psal. 
vili.3. “Christ was put to death in the flesh, 
but was quickened by the Spirit,” 1 Peter 
iii. 18. ‘He was crucified through weak- 
ness, yet he liveth by the power of God,” 
2 Cor. xiii. 4. By the spirit, therefore, 
we are to understand the miraculous power 
of God, even the Father, who dwelt in 
Christ, and did all those works by him. 
«This Jesus hath God raised up, being by 
the right hand, or mighty power of God 
exalted,” Acts ii. 32. ‘‘ Him hath God 
exalted with his right hand,” Acts v. 31. 
Accordingly, the gifts of healing, or the 
working of miracles, are ascribed to the 
spirit, or to the immediate operation of 
God, 1 Cor. xii. 6. And therefore, by the 
spirit of God, we are not to understand 
another person distinct from God the 
Father; but his immediate agency, pro- 


30 

ducing effects, in a manner inconceivable 
to us. | 

Thus all extraordinary knowledge, or 
gifts, proceeding from the Deity, and com- 
municated to men, are ascribed to the 
spirit, inspiration, or operation of God. 
Accordingly, when Jesus was baptized, 
the heavens were opened unto him, and 
he saw the spirit of God (a visible emblem 
of the divine power, and presence) de- 
scending like a dove, and alighting upon 
him. ‘ And lo! a voice from heaven, 
saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom 
{ am well pleased,” Matt. i.16. ‘ By 
this sperit he was led into the wilderness, 
where he fasted forty days and forty nights, 
being also tempted of the devil, after which 
he returned in the power of the Spirit into 
Galilee,’ Luke iv. 14. Or as Peter ob- 
served to Cornelius, ‘‘ God anointed him 
with the Holy Sperit and with power,” 
Acts x. 35. Even as the prophet Isaiah 
had foretold, ‘The spirit of the Lord shall 
rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and 
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understanding, the spirit of counsel and 
of might, the spirit of knowledge and of 
the fear of the Lord,” Isaiah xi. 2. Being 
thus inspired above all the ancient prophets, 
‘he taught in the synagogues, being glori- 
fied of all,” Luke iv. 15. By this spirit 
which rested upon him, we are to under- 
stand, not a divine person distinct from the 
Father, but the inspiration, agency, or 
operation of the Father upon his under- 
standing; as he himself declared to the 
Jews. ‘He that sent me is true, and I 
speak to the world those, things which 
I have heard from him. I do nothing of 
myself, but as my Father hath taught me 
I speak these things,” John vii. 26. 

In like manner the apostles were in- 
spired with extraordinary gifts, according 
as he had promised. ‘Ye shall receive 
power, after that the Holy Spirit comes 
upon you; and ye shall be witnesses, 
both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and 
in Samaria, and unto the uttermost parts of 
the earth,” Acts i. 8. Without these 
miraculous gifts, it would have been im- 
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possible for them to have propagated the 
gospel among all nations. Accordingly, 
‘when the day of pentecost was come, 
they were all with one accord in one place. 
And suddenly there came a sound from 
heaven, as of a rushing mighty wind, and 
it filled all the house where they were 
sitting; and there appeared unto them 
cloven tongues like of fire, and it sate 
upon each of them. And they were all 
filled with the Holy Spirit, and began to 
speak with other tongues, as the Spri 
gave them utterance. And there were 
dwelling at Jerusalem, devout men, out 
of every nation under heaven. And when 
this miracle was noised abroad, the multi- 
tude came together; and they were con- 
founded, because every man heard these 
illiterate Galileans speak, the wonderful 
works of God, in his own language, in 
that in which he was born,” Acts i. 1, &c. 

The same gifts were also communicated 
to the primitive churches; and are thus 
described by the apostle: “ Now, there 
are diversities of gifts, but the same sporvt. 
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And there are differences of administrations, 
but the same Lord. And there are diver- 
sities of operations ; but it is the same God 
that worketh all in all. But the mani- 
festation of the spirit is given to every man 
to profit withal. For to one is given, by 
the Spirit, the word of wisdom ; to another 
the word of knowledge, by the same spirit ; 
to another faith, by the same spirit; to 
another the gift of healing, by the same 
spirit; to another the working of miracles; 
to another prophecy ; to another discerning 
of spirits ; to another divers kinds of tongues; 
to another the interpretation of tongues. 
But all these worketh that self-same spirit, 
dividing to every man severally as he will. 
—For by one spirit are we all baptized into 
one body,” 1 Cor. xii. 4. 

Now, it is evident that all these mira- 
culous gifts, or powers, are ascribed to the 
agency or operation of the same Spirit, the 
same Lord, the same God, one and the 
same supreme Spirit and Lord of all. As 
the spirit of man signifies his intelligence 
and activity ; so the Spirit of God signifies 
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the divine intelligence and activity, by 
which all things were made, and: all mira- 
cles wrought. ‘ For what man knoweth 
the things of a man, save the spirit of a man 
which is in him? Even so the things of 
God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of 
God,” 1 Cor. u. 11. 

All. our ideas of God, and all the de- 
scriptions we have of him in scripture, bear 
some analogy or distant resemblance to 
man. No man, however, understands such 
expressions literally, as if he had. bodily 
organs. They are used. only to convey 
some idea of the various. powers and opera- 
tions of the Deity. In like manner, the 
word, or word of God; the spirit, or spirit 
of God, are not to be understood in a literal 
sense; but are words borrowed from, and 
alluding to, the word and spirit of man, by 
which all his works are performed, and all 
his thoughts communicated to others. 

To suppose the Word and Spirit to be 
two divine persons distinct from the Fa- 
ther, and equal to him in all perfections, 
appears to be a wrong opinion, grounded 
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upon certain figurative texts of scripture, 
understood in a literal sense. For, to af- — 
firm that three persons are equal in all re- 
spects, and that these three constitute only 
one God, is, in other words, affirming that 
God is a being compounded, consisting of, 
and made up of these three persons. And 
as no part of any thing or being can be 
equal to the whole, so none of these three, 
individually considered, can be equal to 
God. If each of these three persons be 
infinite in all perfections, then there must 
be three infinites. And if God, -who is 
only one, be infinite in all perfections, then 
there must be three infinites equal only to 
one infinite. 

If it be said, that the idea annexed to 
the word person be different from that ap- 
pled to the word God—then, let the dif- 
ference be pointed out. For, if the word 
person signify an intelligent being, then 
these three persons must be three intel- 
hgent beings, distinct from each other, 
which must be three Gods. If to avoid 
this absurdity, it be said that the word 
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God does not signify an intelligent being, 
this would be worse than the former—it 
would be atheism. If, to avoid these ab- 
surdities, it be said that the word person 
does not signify an intelligent being, but 
something belonging to such a being, of 
which we can form no conception, then 
these persons must signify three some- 
things, of which we know nothing. 

To say that this doctrine is a mystery, 
incomprehensible, beyond the investigation 
of human reason, is an apology for an ab- 
surdity. The scriptures always represent 
the only true God; i.e. the Father, as an 
intelligent being or person; and when the 
Word and Spirit are spoken of, they are 
described not as intelligent beings distinct 
from him, but as something belonging to 
him: the word, or the word of God, 1.e. 
the Father. 

As a word, in the literal sense, ein sig- 
nifies an articulate sound; so the word, or 
word of God, in this sense, cannot be a 
person distinct from the Father, any more 
than the mouth of God, by which he is 
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said to speak, can be a distinct person. 
Neither can the Spirit of God be a person, 
or intelligent being, distinct from the only 
true God, i.e. the Father, whom our Sa- 
viour calls a Spirit. For the Spirit of God 
would be the Spirit of a spirit. And as 
the Word is supposed to be a real person, 
and, doubtless, a spirit also, then there 
would be three spirits in one spirit, which 
is absurd. 

In order, therefore, to avoid such a 
strange, contradictory, and unintelligible 
opinion as that of three persons in the 
godhead, being the same in substance, and 
equal in power and glory, we ought to 
judge according to the scriptures. That 
there is only one, true, and eternal God, 
the first Cause and supreme Governor 
of all things; that he, whom our Saviour 
calls the Father, is the only true God; and 
that by his word and spirit we are to 
understand his powerful volition, or volun- 
tary power, energy, or operation, exerted 
in the creation of the world, and in the 
working of miracles; appears to be the 
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idea generally annexed to these words 
through all the writings of the Old and 
New Testaments. 

As the word spirit originally signified 
breath; so, the spirit of God may signify 
the breath of God; and sometimes the 
word is so translated. Thus, ‘* By the 
word of God were the heavens made; and 
all the host of them by the breath of his 
mouth,” Psal. xxxiii.6. Here it is evident 
that the word of the Lord, and the breath 
of his mouth, mean or signify the same 
thing. They are both figurative expres- 
sions. A word spoken is only a man’s 
breath, rendered articulate by his mouth, 
in order to signify his thought, intention, 
or will, to others; it is only an external 
sign. The thing signified, is some act or 
operation of the mind within. And there- 
fore the word of the Lord, and the spirit of 
the Lord, are only figurative expressions, 
used to signify one and the same thing,— 
his will: the original source of all active 
power, and the first cause of all effects in the 
universe, whether ordinary or miraculous. 
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As all inspiration was a miracle of know- 
ledge, wrought upon the minds of the pro- 
phets by the immediate agency of the 
Deity, and of which the prophets them- 
selves only were conscious; SO all miracles 
of power, or visible effects wrought upon 
the material world, or the bodies of men, 
and subject to their examination, were 
evident proofs of the immediate operation 
of the same invisible Cause, and sufficiently 
declared the divine mission of the prophets, 
and the infallible truth of their doctrines. 
«God thus bearing them witness, both 
with:signs and wonders, and divers mira- 
cles, and gifts of the Holy Spirit, according 
to his own will,” Heb. u. 4. Ail these 
were the effects produced by the will of 
God—by the word of God—or, by the 
breath or spirit of God. The will is the 
source of all active power, and the produc- 
tive cause of all effects, both in God and 
man. When we will that our bodies should 
move, they are immediately put 1n motion ; 
our will is the cause, motion is the effect. 
But in what manner that action is pro- 
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duced, is impossible for us to explain. 
This is known to God alone, upon whose 
will all things necessarily depend. What- 
ever he wills to do, that instant it is done; 
but how his will produces that effect we 
cannot know. The only idea given in scrip- 
ture of the Divine agency, is conveyed in 
figurative expressions, borrowed from the 
signs. of human activity: he spake—he 
said—he commanded—he_ breathed—and 
it was done. Hence the frequent use of 
these terms in scripture; the word, or 
word of the Lord. The breath, or spirit of 
God, signify his efficacious will, acting in 
a manner unknown to us; and therefore the 
word and the spirit of the Lord are to be 
understood in the same manner, as we 
understand the mouth, the eyes, the ears, 
and the arm of the Lord; not as signifying 
different members, or distinct persons— 
but distinct powers and operations. And 
it therefore may be justly said, that. the 
Father, the Word, and the Holy Spirit are 
one—one God—one intelligent being or 
person, who worketh all in all. 
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if, notwithstanding what has been said, 
it should yet be affirmed, that the inspired 
writers sometimes represent the Word and 
Spirit as real persons, it ought also to be 
remembered, that they represent inanimate 
things as real persons. ‘‘ The sun rejoiceth 
as a strong man to run his race,” Psalm 
xix. 15. <‘He knoweth his going down, "civ. 
19. “ The sea saw Israel and fled: what 
ailed thee, O sea, that thou fleddest ?” 
exiv. 3. “Wisdom also, which is one of the 
Divine perfections, is represented as a per- 
son, and as a female too;” Prov. i. 20. The 
arm of the Lord is in like manner so de- 
scribed; ‘* Awake, awake, put on strength, 
O arm of the Lord; awake, as in ancient 
days, in the generations of old. Art thou 
not it that hath cut Rahab and wounded 
the Dragon,” Isaiah h. 9. ‘* Thou sword 
of the Lord, how long will it be ere thou be 
quiet, and put up thyself into thy scab- | 
bard, rest and be still,” Jer. xlvu.6. Death 
and the grave are also represented as per- 
sons; ‘‘O death, where is thy sting? O 
crave, where is thy victory?” ‘I looked 

G 


42 


and beheld a pale horse, and his name 
which sat on him was Death, and Hell 
followed with him,” Rev. vi. 8. The mira- 
culous gifts of the Spirit bestowed upon 
the seven churches of Asia, are represented 
as ‘seven spirits before the throne of God,” 
Rev. i. 4. Now, in all these places, the 
figure called Prosopopeia, or Personifica- 
tion, is used; and is never understood to 
sienify real living persons. The same 
figure is also used when the Word and 
Spirit are mentioned in all the scriptures. 
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THE DOCTRINE OF THE ANCIENT PROPHETS, 
CONCERNING JESUS CHRIST. 


Brrore the sentence of death was pro- 
nounced against our first parents in the 
garden of Eden, a promise of redemption 
from sin and death seems to have been im- 
plied in these words to the serpent—‘‘ | 
will put enmity between thee and the 
woman, and between thy seed and her 
seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou 
shalt bruise his heel,” Gen. ui. 19. This 
promise was afterwards renewed to Abra- 
ham: “In thy seed shall all the nations 
of the earth be blessed,” Gen. xxvi. 4. 
This seed, the apostle says, is Christ, Gal. 
i. 16. | 
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It was foretold that he should be a Pro- 
phet, raised up from among his brethren, 
like unto Moses, invested with a Divine 
mission, and the author of a new dispensa- 
tion; one that was to speak unto the peo- 
ple all that God would command him, 
Deut. xviii. 18. This person was to be 
born of a virgin of the family of David, 
Isaiah vu. 4. “ A rod out of the stem of 
Jesse, upon whom the Spirit of the Lord 
would rest; even the spirit of wisdom and 
understanding, the spirit of counsel and 
might, the spirit of knowledge, and of the 
fear of the Lord,” Isaiah xi. 1. By this 
spirit he was to preach good tidings to the 
meek, to bind up the broken-hearted, to 
proclaim liberty to the captives, and the 
opening of the prison to them that were 
bound, to proclaim the acceptable year 
of the Lord, and to comfort all who mourn, 
Tsaiah Ixi. 1. In this manner he was to 
be the servant of the Lord, upheld by him, 
his chosen servant in whom he would de- 
light, Isaiah xhi.1. The Lord was to form 
him from the womb, to be his servant. He 
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was to be glorious in the eyes of the Lord, 
and his God was to be his strength, Isaiah 
xlix. 5. The Lord God was to help him, 
therefore he was not to be confounded, 
{saiah 1. 7. 

The prophets also foretold, that he should 
be despised and rejected of men; a man of 
sorrow, and acquainted with grief. That 
he should be bruised, chastened, oppressed, 
and afflicted by his countrymen. That his 
soul should be poured out unto death, or 
be cut off out of the land of the living, 
Isaiah lili. Psal. xxii. Dan. ix. 26. But 
that his soul should not be left in hell, or 
in the state of the dead, nor his body suf- 
fered to remain in the grave, till it should 
see corruption, Psal. xvi. 10. That he 
should soon rise again from the dead, see 
his seed, prolong his days, and the plea- 
sure of the Lord should prosper in his 
hands, Isaiah lu. 10. 

It was also foretold that he should be 
the Son of God, begotten from the dead, 
and appointed by God to be King of the 
Jews, or ruler of Israel, Psal. u.6. Whose 
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goings forth have been from of old, from 
everlasting, Micah v.2. Meaning that he 
had been frequently spoken of, and fore- 
told from the earliest period of time, as the 
Saviour of mankind, in whom all nations 
should be blessed. 

The prophet Isaiah foretold, that when 
this child should be born, and this son 
given, the government of his church and 
people should be committed to him—be 
upon his shoulder: that his name would be 
ealled Wonderful, Counsellor, the Mighty 
God, King, Ruler, or Judge: so these are 
sometimes called in scripture. Thus the 
psalmist, speaking of the King, says, ‘‘ Gird 
thy sword upon thy thigh, O Mighty ; thy 
* throne, O God, is for ever and ever; thy 
sceptre is a right sceptre. Thou lovest 
righteousness, and hatest wickedness, there- 
fore God, even thy God hath anointed thee 
with the oil of gladness, above thy fellows, 
Psalm xlv. 1. And again, God standeth 
in the congregation of the mighty; he 
judged among the gods: I have said ye 
(judges) are gods, and all of you are 
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children of the most High. But ye shall 
die like men, Psalm Ixxxii. 1. In the 
same sense of the words, this person was 
to be called the Mighty God. He was 
also to be called the everlasting Father, 
or the author of the everlasting dispen-, 
sation; the author and finisher of our 
faith, which will be everlasting; and the 
Prince of peace. That of the increase 
of his government and peace, there should 
be no end. That he would sit upon the 
throne of David, to order and establish his 
kingdom with judgment and justice for 
ever. And that the zeal of the Lord of 
hosts would perform all this, Isaiah ix. 6. 
The same prophet likewise foretold that 
the Messiah, the servant of God, would deal 
prudently, or prosper; be exalted and extol- 
led, and be very high, Isaiah lii. 13. And — 
another says, that he would sit on the right 
hand of God, till all his enemies should be 
made his footstool, Psal. cx. 1. Daniel also, 
in a prophetic vision, saw this Son of man 
in the clouds of heaven, and brought near 
to the Ancient of days, to his God and 
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Father, who existed from eternity. And 
there was given him dominion, and glory, 
and a kingdom, that all people, languages, 
and nations, should serve him. That his 
dominion should be an everlasting dominion, 
which should not pass away, and his king- 
dom that, which shall not be destroyed, 
Dan. vii. 13. By Malachi he is called the 
Messenger of the covenant; the person 
whom God would send to pubhsh and 
establish a new dispensation in the world, 
before the second temple should be de- | 
-stroyed. The Lord, whom ye seek shall 
suddenly come to his temple, even the 
Messenger of the covenant, in whom ye 
delight: Behold, he shall come, saith the 
Lord of hosts, Malachi ii. 1. A visible 
emblem of the Divine presence dwelt in 
the first temple; but there was no such 
thing in the second, till the Messiah, the 
image of the invisible God, appeared in 
that holy place. 

Many other prophecies might be men- 
tioned; but there have been enough ad- 
duced to inform us, what kind of person 
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the Messiah, or Christ, would be, when 
he would appear in this world. And on 
considering the evidence that has been 
brought forward, it is clear that the 
ancient prophets had no other idea of 
him, than that of a man like unto his 
brethren the Jews. They expressly call 
him a man, consisting of soul and body: 
the one was to be made an offering for sin, 
the other was to see no corruption. But 
at the same time, they represent him as a 
man distinguished from, and dignified above, 
all mankind, by his miraculous conception, 
by his extraordinary divine mission, by the 
extraordinary power given him, by his pure 
and spotless righteousness, by his resur- 
rection from the dead, by his exaltation to 
the right hand of God, and by that uni- 
versal and everlasting kingdom with which 
he was to be entrusted, for accomplishing 
the purposes of his Father, and the salvation 
of men. In all the descriptions they have 
given of him, they appear to have had no 
idea of his having existence, either before, 
or at the time, when they wrote of him. 
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They always represent him as one that 
was to exist in some future period: one, 
who was to be born, to be raised up, to be 
sent of God, or to come into the world at a 
certain time, in the latter days, or near the 
end of the Jewish dispensation ; to be a light 
unto the Gentiles, and the glory of his 
people Israel. 


CHAP. II. 


OF THE OPINION WHICH THE JEWS HAD 
OF THE MESSIAH, IN THE DAYS OF OUR 
SAVIOUR. 


Tur evangelist Matthew informs us, that 
when Jesus was born in Bethlehem, in the 
days of Herod the king, there came wise 
men from the east to Jerusalem, saying, 
Where is he that is born King of the Jews ? 
For we have seen his star in the east, and 
are come to worship him. When Herod 
the king heard these things, he was 
troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. 
And when he had gathered all the chief 
priests and scribes together, he demanded 
of them, where Christ, or the Messiah, 
should be born. And they said unto him, 
In Bethlehem of Judea. For so the prophet 
Micah had foretold, that the Messiah who 
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was to be ruler in Israel, should come out 
of that city, Micah v. 2. Matthew x. 1. 
From this passage it is evident, that not 
only the wise men, but also Herod, the 
chief priests and scribes, expected that the 
Messiah, when he came, would be their 
king. They believed also, that he would 
be a descendant of the royal family of 
David. Thus, we are told, that when 
the Pharisees were gathered together, 
Jesus asked them, What think ye of 
Christ ? whose son is he? They said unto 
him, The son of David, Matthew xxu. 41. 
Hath not the scripture said, that Christ 
eometh of the seed of David, and out of 
the town of Bethlehem where David was? 
_ John vii. 42. 

It appears also, that the Jews believed 
that Christ, the Messiah, the son of David 
their king, would be the Son of God. This 
is evident from these words of the high 
priest to Jesus. ‘I adjure thee by the 
living God, that thou tell us, whether thou 
be the Christ the Son of God?” Matt. 
xxvi. 63. Or, as it is recorded by Mark, 
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«Art thou the Christ, the Son of the 
Blessed?” xiv. 61. And by Luke, “ Art 
thou the Christ?” And immediately after 
they said, ‘“‘ Art thou the Son of God?” 
xxl. 67. We have a law, said they, and 
by that law he ought to die, because he 
made himself, or pretended to be, the Son 
of God, John xix. 7. From all which it is 
evident, that these different titles, the King 
of the Jews, the Christ, the Son of God, 
did, in their opinion, signify one and the 
same thing. 

For assuming these titles, he was ac- 
cused before the Roman governor, con- 
demned to death by Pilate, and reviled by 
the multitude. The Jews, we are told, 
mocked him, saying, If thou be the Son of 
God, come down from the cross. The 
chief priests likewise, and the scribes said, 
if he be the Son of God, let him come down 
from the cross, and we will believe him, 
Matt. xxvu. 40. Mark xv. 32. Luke tells 
us, that the people stood beholding, and 
the rulers that were with them also de- 
rided him, saying, He saved others, let him 
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save himself, if he be the Son of God. The 
soldiers also mocked him, saying, H thou 
be King of the Jews, save thyself, Xxil. 39. 
The only crime alleged against him appears 
to be, that he pretended to be the Christ, 
the Son of God, or King of the Jews, as it 
appears from the inscription on his cross, 
«This is the King of the Jews,” John 
xxi. 38. 

By the Son of God, in reference to the 
Messiah, it appears that the Jews only 
meant a person descended from the royal 
family of David, chosen by God to be their 
ruler, governor, and king: as it 1s written 
in the 2nd Psalm, 5, 7. “‘ Yet have I 
set my King upon my holy hill of Zion. 
L will declare the decree: the Lord hath 
said unto me, Thou art my Son; this day 
have I begotten thee.” But as Jesus of 
Nazareth was born of mean parents; had 
lived in obscurity, without any of that 
pomp and splendor, which David and the 
ancient kings of the Jews possessed; as his 
pure doctrines, and holy precepts, were 
contrary to their unreasonable prejudices 


57 
and vicious passions; as they envied his 
growing fame, and were irritated by his 
just rebukes, the chief priests did at last ° 
prevail on the ignorant, giddy, and un- 
erateful multitude, to give him up as an 
imposter, who had unjustly assumed the 
title of their king. For they that dwelt 
at Jerusalem, and their rulers, because 
they knew him not, nor yet the voices of 
the prophets which were read every Sab- 
bath-day, they have fulfilled them in con- 
demning him. And though they found no 
cause of death in him, yet desired they 
Pilate that he should be slain, Acts xiii. 27. 
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HAP: TAI. 


OF THE OPINION WHICH THE MULTITUDE 
OF THE JEWS HAD OF JESUS CHRIST, 
DURING HIS PUBLIC MINISTRY. 


We are informed that when Jesus came 
into his own country, he went into the 
synagogue upon the Sabbath-day, and 
began to teach. And many hearing him 
were astonished, saying, Whence hath this 
man these things? and what wisdom is this 
which is given unto him, that even such 
mighty works are wrought by his hands? 
Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary, 
the brother of James and Joses, and of 
Judah and Simon? and are not his sisters 
here with us? And they were offended at 
him, Mark vi. 1. And king Herod heard 
of him, (for his fame was spread abroad, ) 
and he said, that John the Baptist was 
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risen from the dead; and therefore, mighty 
works do show forth themselves in him. 
Others said he was Elias; and others, that 
he was a prophet, or as one of the pro- 
phets, Luke ix. 7. 

The multitude in general, when they saw 
his miracles, ascribed them to the power of 
God. They wondered when they saw the 
dumb to speak, the lame to walk, the 
maimed to be whole, and the blind to see: 
and they glorified the God of Israel, Matt, 
xv. 31. When he had healed the sick of 
the palsy, they were all amazed, and glori- 
fied God, Mark ii. 12. When he had re- 
stored a young man to life, there came a 
ereat fear on all, and they glorified God, 
saying, That a great prophet is risen up 
among us, and that God has visited his 
people, Luke vil. 15. When Jesus had 
rebuked the unclean spirit, and healed the 
child, and delivered him again to his fa- 
ther, they were all amazed at the mighty 
power of God, Luke ix. 42. When the 
multitude saw him heal the sick of the 
palsy, they marvelled and glorified God, 
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who had given such power to men, Matt. 
ix. 8. 

These miracles convinced the multitude, 
that he was a prophet. For when he had 
fed them with a few loaves and fishes, they 
said, This is of a truth that Prophet that 
‘ should come into the world, John vi. 14. 
meaning that Prophet whom God raised 
up, like unto Moses. And when he entered 
into Jerusalem riding upon an ass, all the 
city was moved, saying, Who is this?’ And 
the multitude said, This is Jesus, the Pro- 
phet of Nazareth of Galilee, Matt. xxi. 10. 
We know thou art a teacher come from 
God; for no man can do these miracles 
that thou doest, except God be with him, 
John ii. 2. 

On account of these miracles, it was the 
general opinion among the people, that he 
was the Christ the Son of God, and the 
king of Israel, or son of David. Thus, 
when he had healed a person both blind 
and dumb, insomuch that the blind and 
dumb both spake and saw, all the people 
were amazed, and said, Is not this the Sen 
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of David? Matt. xn. 22. Thou Son of 
David, have mercy on me, Luke xviii. 39. 
According to this opimion, the demoniacs 
addressed him with a freedom of speech, 
which men in the right exercise of their 
reason would be afraid to use, lest they 
should be put out of the synagogue. Thus 
a certain man with an unclean spirit, in the 
synagogue of Capernaum, cried out, say- 
ing, Let us alone; what have we to do with 
thee, thou Jesus of Nazareth? Art thou 
come to destroy us? I know thee, who 
thou art, the Holy One of God, Mark i. 23. 
And another, in the country of the Gada- 
renes, said unto him, What have I to do 
with thee, thou Son of the most high God? 
Mark v. 7. | 

There was, indeed, sometimes much 
murmuring among the people, concerning 
him: for some said, He is a good man: 
others said, Nay; but he deceiveth the 
people, John vu. 12. Many of the people 
believed on him, and said, When Christ 
cometh, he will do more miracles than 
these which this man hath done?—31. 
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And many of them said, Of a truth this 
is the Prophet; others said, This is the 
Christ—40. The general opinion of the 
multitude is evident, from their words 
and actions, at the time when he entered 
into Jerusalem riding upon an ass. Some 
spread their garments in the way ; others 
eut down branches from the trees, and 
strewed them in the way; and the multi- 
tudes that went before, and that followed, 
cried, saying, Hosanna to the Son of 
David: Blessed is he that cometh in the 
name of the Lord, Matt. xxi. 8. Blessed 
be the kingdom of our father David, Mark 
xi. 10. When he was come nigh, at the 
descent of the mount of Olives, the whole 
multitude began to rejoice and to praise 
God with a loud voice for all the mighty 
works that they had seen; saying, Blessed 
be the King that cometh in the name of 
the Lord, Luke xix. 37. | 

From the numerous quotations which 
have been made, it is clearly evident, 
‘that the multitude of the Jews held this 
opinion—that Jesus of Nazareth was a 
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man, descended from the royal family of 
David, the son of Joseph and Mary. A 
man to whom God had given great wisdom, 
and a power of working miracles—that he 
was a true prophet, even the very same 
whom God had promised to raise up unto 
his people ;—that he was the Son of God, 
the Christ, or Anointed of the Lord, the 
person whom God had chosen and ap- 
pointed to be their king. The general 
spread of this opinion among the multi- 
tude, and the dread of its imaginary con- 
sequences, together with the malevolent 
passions of envy and resentment, appear to 
have been the chief reasons why the chief 
priest, the scribes, and the Pharisees, were 
so exceedingly active in persecuting him 
to death. ‘‘ What do we?” say they, “ for 
this man doth many miracles. If we let 
him thus alone, all men will believe on 
him, and the Romans. shall come and take 
away both our place and nation. Perceive ye 
how we prevail nothing? Behold, the world 
is gone after him,” John xi. 47. xii. 19. 
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CHAP. IV. 


OF THE OPINION WHICH CHRIST'S OWN 
DISCIPLES HAD OF HIM. 


Tir evangelist Matthew, in writing the 
history of his Master, calls him the Son 
of David, and records his genealogy from 
Abraham, the father of the Jewish nation, 
by David the king of Israel, down to 
Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom was 
born Jesus who is called Christ, Matt. adh 
Luke also records his genealogy upwards, 
from Joseph, his supposed father, to Adam, 
whom he calls the son of God, because he 
had no other father, Luke iii. 23. This 
genealogy conveys to the reader no other 
idea of him, than that of a man, like all his 
other ancestors; with this remarkable dif- 
ference, which both have related, that he 
was conceived in the womb of the Virgin 
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Mary by the Holy Spirit, or power of the 
Highest; on which account he is called the 
Son of God, having no other father than 
God himself; and because of that authority, 
which the Lord God hath given him, to sit 
upon the throne of his father David, and to 
reign over the house of Jacob, or the chosen 
people of God, for ever and ever. He is 
called the Son of the Highest, even as the 
kings of the Jews were called the children 
of the most High, Psalm Ixxxii. 6. 

This Son of God, we are informed, 
grew, and waxed strong in spirit, filled 
with wisdom; and the grace of God was 
upon him, Luke ii. 40. When only twelve 
years of age, he was found in the temple, 
sitting in the midst of the doctors, both 
hearing them, and asking them questions. 
And all that heard him were astonished at 
his understanding and answers. And he 
went down with his parents to Nazareth, 
where he increased. in wisdom and stature, 
and in favor with God and man, Luke ii. 46. 
We are still presented with the idea of a 
child—of a young man of extraordinary 
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abilities, gradually improving in wisdom 
and piety, above all others of his age. 
From that time we have no further account 
of him, till he was about thirty years of 
age, when he came with the multitude to 
be baptized of John. And as he came up 
out of the water, praying, the Holy Spin, 
or a visible emblem of the miraculous 
power and presence of God, descended in 
a bodily shape like a dove upon him, and 
a voice came from heaven, which said unto 
him, Thou art my beloved Son; in thee 
1 am well pleased, Luke ui. 21. Being 
now full of the Holy Spirit, he returned 
from Jordan, and was led up by it into the 
wilderness; being forty days tempted of 
the devil: and in these days he did eat 
nothing: and when they were ended, he 
afterwards hungered, iv.1. During these 
forty days, his life was preserved by a mira- 
cle, as Moses was, when he abode forty days 
and forty nights in mount Sinai without food, 
Exod. xxxiv. 28. And as God communed 
with Moses on mount Sinai, xxxi. 18. spake 
into him face to face, as a man would to 
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his friend, Exod. xxxiil. 11. and gave 
unto him all the commandments, and the | 
statutes, and the judgments, which he 
taught unto the children of Israel, Deut. 
v. 31. so, doubtless, God in like manner, 
spake face to face with his Son Jesus Christ 
in the wilderness, and communicated to 
‘him that system of religion, which he has 
published to the world. For it is not to 
be supposed that God would work a 
miracle to support his body without meat 
forty days, if, during that time, his mind 
had not been wholly attentive to divine 
communications; and this perfectly agrees 
with his own words, John viil. 38. xu. 49. 
xvii. 8. The temptations of the devil have 
a plain reference to the various trials, 
difficulties, and dangers, to which he 
would be exposed; and seem to have 
been presented only, when the sensation 
of hunger returned, i.e. on the fortieth 
day. ania § ee 

This account of him, still presents to the 
mind a very extraordinary person; a man 
declared by a voice from heaven to be the 


68 


Son of God, or King of the Jews; one, 
inspired in the most extraordinary manner, 
instructed immediately of God, tried with 
temptations—and invincible. 

When John the Baptist, and two of his 
disciples, stood looking upon Jesus as he 
walked, John said, Behold the Lamb of 
God! And when the two disciples heara 
him speak, they followed Jesus, and abode 
with him that day. And Andrew, one of 
the two, finding his brother Simon, said unto 
him, We have found the Messias, or Christ. 
Philip said unto Nathanael, We have found 
him, of whom Moses in the law, and the 
prophets did write, Jesus of Nazareth, the 
son of Joseph: and Nathanael said, Can 
any good proceed from Nazareth? Philip 
replied, Come and see. When Jesus saw 
Nathanael, he said, Behold, an Israelite in 
whom is no guile! Nathanael then said unto 
him, Whence knowest thou me? Jesus 
informed him, that he had been the object 
of his observation before Philip had con- 
versed with him, ‘‘ when thou wast under 
the fig tree I saw thee.” Nathanael then 
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exclaimed, Rabbi, thou art the Son of God, 
thou art the King of Israel, John i. 45. 
In like manner, when he came walking on 
the sea, and saved Peter from sinking, 
they that were in the ship came and wor- 
shipped him, saying, Of a truth thou art 
the Son of God, Mat. xiv. 33. Again, 
Peter said unto him, Thou art Christ the 
Son of the living God, Matt. xvi. 16. 
When he had rebuked the storm, the dis- 
ciples feared exceedingly, and said to one 
another, What manner of man is this? that 
even the winds and the sea obey him, 
Mark iv. 41. When many of the disciples 
had forsaken him, he said unto the twelve, 
Will ye also go away? And Simon Peter 
answered him, and said, Lord where shall 
we go? Thou hast the words of eternal 
life, and we believe, and are sure, that 
thou art the Christ, the Son of the living 
God, John vi. 66. 

When the woman of Samaria had con- 
versed with him, she returned into the 
~ city, and said unto the men, Come, see 
a man who told me all things that ever 
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I did; is not this the Christ? And when 
the Samaritans were come, they besought 
him, that he would tarry with them; and 
he abode there two days. And many 
more believed, because of his own word, 
and said unto the woman, Now indeed we 
believe, not because of thy saying, for we 
have heard him ourselves, and know that 
this is indeed the Christ, the Saviour of 
the world, John iv. 29. After the death 
of Lazarus, Martha said unto him, Lord, 
if thou hadst been here, my brother would 
not have died; but I know that even now, 
whatsoever thou wilt ask of God, he will 
give it thee. I believe that thou art the 
Christ, the Son of God, who should come 
into the worid, John xi. 21. We believe, 
said his disciples, that thou camest forth 
from God, xvi. 30. They knew that he 
came out from the Father, and that he 
sent him. They believed he was a Pro- 
phet, mighty in deed and word before God 
and all the people; and they were exceed- 
ingly sorry that the chief priests and the 
rulers had delivered him to be condemned 
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to death, and had crucified him; because 
they trusted that it had been he that 
should have redeemed Israel, Luke xxiv. 
18. When after his resurrection he said to , 
Thomas, Reach hither thy finger, and be- 
hold my hands; and reach hither thy hand, 
and thrust it into my side, and be not 
faithless but believing. Then Thomas an- 
swered, and said unto him, My Lord and 
my God, John xx. 27. These things are 
written, says John, that ye might believe 
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God: 
and that believing, ye might have life 
through his name, xx. 31. 

From a review of the texts that have 
been quoted in this chapter, it appears that 
that the disciples considered our Saviour 
to be a man; one, who had received an 
immediate and extraordinary commission 
from God; who had also endowed him with 
- astonishing wisdom and miraculous powers. 
The titles Lord and God given to him by 
_ Thomas, in a transport of joy and astonish- 
ment, can mean no more than a person 
invested with the power and authority of 
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the Messiah, or Anointed of God. Even 
as they are called gods, to whom the word 
of God came—the kings and judges of 
Israel, Psal. xlv. 1. Ixxxii. 1. John x. 34. 
And certainly his resurrection was a con- 
vincing proof of this; an astonishing dis- 
play of the mighty power of God, who 
raised him from the dead. For whoever 
saw him either before his death, or after 
his resurrection, did, in fact, see the Father 
also, xiv. 9. 

It is remarkable, that though they be- 
lieved him to be the Christ, the Son of the 
living God, yet they considered him only 
as a temporal prince, and imagined that his 
kingdom would be of this world. This 
was the idea they had of the Messiah, in 
common with the rest of the Jews; not only 
before his death, but also after his resur- 
rection, till at last they saw him ascend up 
into heaven. 


CHAP. V. 


THE TRUE CHARACTER OF JESUS CHRIST, 
DESCRIBED FROM HIS OWN WORDS AND 
ACTIONS, RECORDED BY . THE EVAN- 
‘GELISTS. 


Ir is well known that when Jesus Christ 
spoke of himself, he generally assumed no 
other title than that of the Son of man; an 
expression which every where in scripture 
signifies only a man. And whatever wisdom, 
authority, or power he possessed, above 
other men, he always ascribed it to the 
immediate agency, gift, or operation of 
God his Father. Thus, when he came 
to Nazareth, where he had been brought 
up, and consequently was well known, 
he went into the synagogue on the Sab- 
bath-day. And when he had read one of 
the prophecies of Isaias, he closed the 
5 
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book, and gave it to the minister, and 
sat down. And the eyes of all them 
that were in the synagogue were fastened © 
on him. And he began to say unto them, 
This day is this scripture fulfilled in your 
ears. The spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
because he hath anointed me to preach the 
gospel, &c.—Here was a plain declaration 
that he was inspired like the ancient pro- 
phets; that he himself was a prophet, and 
the very person foretold by Isaias, chap. 
Ixi. 1. Luke iv. 21. 

At the feast of the tabernacle, he went 
up into the temple and taught; and the 
Jews marvelled, saying, How knoweth this 
man letters, or how came he by such 
uncommon learning, having never learned, 
or got a learned education? Jesus answered 
them, and said, My doctrine is not mine, 
but his that sent me. If any man do his 
will (that is the will of God) he shall know 
of the doctrine whether it be of God, or 
whether I speak of myself; (that is, whether 
it be a revelation from God, or an invention 
of my own.) He that speaketh of himself, 
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(i.e. an impostor,) seeketh his own glory, 
but he that seeketh the glory of him that 
sent him is true, and no unrighteousness is 
in him, John vii. 14. 

Here he plainly informed the Jews, that 
God sent him, or gave him a commission : 
that the doctrine he taught was not an 
invention or discovery of his own, but that 
he had received it from God: that he 
sought not his own glory, but the glory of 
God, by all the instructions he delivered. 
He that sent me is true, said he, and I 
speak to the world those things which 
I have heard of him, John vil. 26. As my 
Father has taught me, I speak these things, 
verse 28. I speak that which I have seen 
with my Father; but now ye seek to kill 
me, a man, that hath told you the truth 
which I have heard of God, viii. 38. He 
that believeth me, believeth not on me, but 
on him that sent me. And he that seeth 
me, seeth him that sent me. For I have 
not spoken of myself, but the Father who 
sent me, gave me a commandment, what 
I should say, and what I should speak; 
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Whatsoever | speak therefore, even as the 
Father said unto me, so I speak, xu. 44, 
The same declaration he made to his own 
disciples: The words I speak unto you 
I speak not of myself. The words which 
you hear, is not mine, but the Father who 
sent me, xiv. 10. All things that I have 
heard of my Father 1 have made known 
unto you, xv. 15.—And in his prayer to his 
Father he said, I have given unto them 
the words which thou gavest me, and they 
have received. them, and know surely, that 
1 have come out from thee, and they have 
believed that thou didst send me, xvii. 8. 
It is evident from these words, that the 
idea given by our Saviour of himself, is 
that of a man commissioned by the Father, 
the only true God; that he received his 
doctrine from him, saw and heard these 
things which he learned, and was com- 
manded to preach them to the world. 
Accordingly, in his conversation with Nico- 
demus, he says, We teach that we do 
know, and testify that we have seen, and 
ye (Jews) receive not our witness. If I have 
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told you earthly things, the necessity of 
being born from above, in order to enter 
into the kingdom of God—things, which 
you being a master of Israel, might and 
ought to have known, and ye believe not; 
how shall ye believe if I tell ye of heavenly 
things? Things never yet revealed to any 
man but myself. And no man hath as- 
cended up into heaven, to receive that 
revelation, but he that came down from 
heaven; even the Son of man, who is, or 
was in heaven, or being in heaven. 

These words are not to be understood in 
a literal sense, more than those of being 
born again, born from above, for in that 
sense they would not be true. To say that 
no man hath ascended locally or bodily into 
heaven, is false; as we are told that Enoch 
and Elijah ascended in this manner. To 
say that the Son of man ascended in this 
manner into heaven, is also false. He 
might possibly have ascended into heaven 
in a vision, and descended from it during 
the forty days he was in the wilderness, in 
the same manner as the apostle was caught 
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up into paradise, or the third heavens, 
2 Cor. xii. 2. But not bodily; for flesh 
and blood cannot live there. To affirm 
that Christ was locally and bodily in hea- 
yen, at the same time that he was sitting in 
the house, and conversing with Nicodemus, 
is evidently absurd. And therefore, as- 
cending, descending, or being in heaven, 
must be understood in a figurative sense 
only, and signifies his having received an 
extraordinary commission from God, extra- 
ordinary communications of his will, and 
his extraordinary presence with him. And 
is of the same import with what Nicode- 
mus had said to him, when he acknow- 
ledged that he came from God, and that 
God was with him, John i. 2. 

The same bold, figurative language he 
used with those carnal Jews who followed 
him; not because they saw the miracles, 
but because they ate of the loaves and 
were filled. My Father giveth you the 
true bread from heaven; for the true bread 
of God is he, or that, which cometh down 
from heaven, i.e, his doctrine, and giveth 
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life unto ‘the world. I am the bread and 
the life; I came down from heaven not to 
do mine own will, but the will of him that 
-Sent me. My flesh is meat indeed, and 
my blood is drink indeed. He that eateth 
my flesh and drinketh my blood, dwelleth 
in me and I in him.—Such figurative lan- 
guage as this had been used by some of the 
ancient prophets, Jer. xv. 16. Ezek. ii. 8. 
il. 2. But as many of his carnal minded 
disciples understood him only in a literal 
sense, which is shocking and absurd, they 
went back and walked no more with him. 
When he knew in himself that they mur- 
mured at his words, he said, Doth this 
offend you? What, and if ye shall see the 
Son of man ascend up where he was before? 
Plainly signifying that his ascension bodily 
into heaven, which happened after his re- 
surrection, would be a demonstrative proof 
of his divine mission; that he came from 
God, or that God sent him to preach the 
doctrine of eternal life. And to silence 
their murmurings, he told them plainly, 
that his words ought to be understood in a 
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figurative sense. It is the Spirit that 
quickeneth, or the figurative and spiritual 
sense of my words, that giveth life. The 
flesh, or literal sense of my words, profiteth 
nothing: the words that I speak unto you, 
they are spirit and they are life. In this 
sense his true disciples understood him, as 
appears from the confession of Peter— 
To whom shall we go? Thou hast the 
words of eternal life, John vi. 32. 

When Christ told the Jews he came 
down from heaven, his meaning was, that 
he came from God, or had received an im- 
mediate commission from him. Jn this 
sense the baptism of John was from heaven ; 
in this sense the Jews demanded of Christ 
a sign from heaven; in this sense the pro- 
digal son confessed that he had sinned 
against heaven ; and in this sense only, the 
gospel is called the wisdom which is from 
above. A local descent from some superior 
region is not to be understood in the 
words; for God is present every where ; 
and therefore to come from heaven, 1s 
the same thing as to come from God, or 
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to receive an immediate commission from 
him. | | 

It is further remarkable, that as our 
Saviour declared upon every occasion that 
he had received his commission from God, 
and all the doctrines he taught to the 
Jewish nation, so in like manner he ascribed 
to the Father, the only true God, all the 
miracles he wrought. When the Jews 
persecuted him, and sought to slay him, 
because he had healed a diseased person 
on the Sabbath-day, Jesus answered them, 
My Father worketh hitherto, and I work; 
plainly intimating, that he had only acted 
in concert with his Father. In the same 
manner as the apostle says, We are la- 
-bourers together with God, 1 Cor. iii. 9. 
Therefore, the Jews sought the more to kill 
him, because he had not only broken the 
Sabbath, but said also, that God was his 
Father, making himself equal with God. 
This he shews was a false accusation. That 
he never claimed an equality with God. 
So he answered them, and said, Verily, 
verily, I say unto you, the Son can do 
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nothing of himself, but what he seeth the 
Father do. For whatsoever he doth, the 
Son doth likewise, i. e. by the power of the 
Father. I can of mine own self do nothing, 
John v. 17.—Upon another occasion he 
told them, When ye have lift up the Son 
of man, then shall ye know that I am he, 
i.e. the Christ; and that I do nothing of 
myself, but as my Father hath taught me 
I do these things, John viii. 28.—And to 
his own disciples he observed, He that 
hath seen me, hath seen the Father; the 
Father that dwelleth in me he doeth the 
works, xiv. 9. | 

To his miracles he always appealed, not 
as a proof of his being equal with the 
Father, but as a proof that God had sent 
him, that God had taught him, and that he 
was always present with him. So he said 
unto the Jews, The works that the Father 
hath given me to finish, the same works 
that I do, bear witness of me that the Fa- 
ther sent me, John v. 36.—When_ he 
walked in the temple in Solomon’s porch, 
on the feast of the dedication, then came 


83 


the Jews round about him, and said unto 
him, How long dost thou make us to doubt; 
if thou be the Christ, tell us plamly. Jesus 
answered, I told you, and you believe not; 
the works that I do in my Father’s name, 
they bear witness of me, John x. 24. If I do 
not the works of my Father, believe me not; 
but if I do, though ye believe not me, be- 
lieve the works, that ye may know that I 
am in the Father, and the Father in me, 
verse 37. Your father Abraham rejoiced 
to see my day, and he saw it, (that is, afar 
off by faith, Heb. ii. 13.) and was glad. 
Then the Jews said unto him, Thou art not 
yet fifty years old, and hast thou seen 
Abraham? Jesus said unto them, Verily, 
verily, I say unto you, before Abraham 
was, | am; that is, I am he that was pro- 
mised before Abraham was born, i.e. the 
seed of the woman which should bruise the 
head of the serpent, John vii. 56. 

To his own disciples he said, upon a cer- 
tain occasion, Believe me that I am in the 
Father and the Father in me; if not, believe 
me for the very works’ sake. Verily, verily, 
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I say unto you, he that believeth on me, 
the works which I do shall he do also; and 
ereater works than these shall he do, John 
xiv. 11.-The various miracles wrought by 
Moses and the prophets, by Christ and his 
apostles, all proved the truth of the doc- 
irines taught by them; and they were all 
done by the same power, 1. e. the power 
of God. 

As our Lord ascribed all his miracles to 
the immediate power of God his Father, so 
to him he prayed, or gave thanks, when he 
wrought them. Thus when he came to 
the grave of Lazarus, he lifted up his eyes, 
and said, Father, I thank thee that thou 
- hast heard me; I know that thou hearest 
me always, but because of the people that 
stood by I said it, that they may know that 
thou hast sent me, John xi. 41.—In like 
manner when he multiplied the loaves and 
fishes, he looked up to heaven, and blessed 
and brake them, vi. 41. When he had 
wrought another miracle of the same kind, 
it is said that he gave thanks, Matt. xv. 36. 
On these, and probably on all other occa- 


8) 


sions of the same kind, he prayed to the 
Father, and thanked him for granting his. 
request. For his hearing him always, 
supposes that he prayed to him always 
when he was about to work a miracle. 
That he always prayed to the Father for 
what he desired, and thanked him for what 
he granted, is evident. Thus, he said, 1 
thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and 
earth, because thou hast hid these things 
from the wise and prudent, and hast re- 
vealed them unto babes: even so, Father; 
for so it seemed good in thy sight, Matt. 
xi. 25.—On the near prospect of his suf- 
ferings, he said, Now is my soul troubled, 
and what shall I say? Father, save me from 
this hour; but for this cause came I unto 
this hour. Father, glorify thy name, John 
xii. 27. Sometime after he hited up his 
eyes to heaven, and said, Father glorify 
thy Son, that thy Son may also glorify 
thee. As thou hast given him power over 
all flesh, that he should give eternal life to 
as many as thou hast given him. I have 
glorified thee on earth. I have finished 
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the work which thou gavest me to do. 
And now, O Father, glorify thou me with 
thine own self with the glory which I had 
with thee before the world was—for thou 
lovedst me before the world was, John 
xvu. 1. 

What he prayed for was, that he might 
receive from his public ministry, the reward 
of his sufferings and death, which were 
then at hand. This he calls the glory 
which he had with the Father before the 
world was; or, the glory which the Father 
intended to bestow on him before the 
creation of the world, as the reward of 
his sufferings and obedience. For cer- 
tainly the character of our Lord, the suf- 
ferings he underwent, and the glory which 
attended them, were clearly foreseen, and 
intended by his Father before the world 
was. The ideas, or the perfect knowledge 
of all future events, were in the Divine 
mind, or with God, more distinct, clear, 
and adequate from eternity, than any pre- 
sent objects, or events are with us. Our Lord 
having now finished his pubhe ministry, he 
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the Son of the living God; he knew that 
his Father had intended, purposed, and 
decreed, before the world was, that he 
should be raised from the dead, exalted 
far above all principality and power, might 
and dominion, that he should be the only 
mediator between God and men, appointed 
to manage his church and kingdom: to 
raise the dead, to judge in nghteousness, 
and to render unto every man according to 
his works. This is the glory which he 
prayed for; a glory which he neither had, 
nor possibly could have, before the world 
was; a.glory which the Father intended 
and decreed to bestow upon him when his 
work would be finished. Agreeably to this, 
the apostle says, that God foreordained him 
to be a propitiation, Rom. ii. 21. Who 
verily was foreordained before the founda- 
tion of the world; but was manifested in 
these last times by us, who by him believed 
in God, who raised him up from the dead, 
and gave him glory, 1 Peter 1. 20. In this 
sense also, he is called the Lamb slain from 
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the foundation of the world, Rev. xi. 8. 
And that grace was given us in Christ 
before the world began, 2Tim.1.9. And 
that God hath chosen us in him before the 
foundation of the world, Eph. 1. 4. All 
the works of God are known unto him from 
the beginning. They are all in a manner 
in, or with him, in his purpose and power, 
before the world had an existence. 

As he prayed for himself, so also he 
prayed for his own disciples. Holy Father, 
keep through thine own name those whom 
thou hast given me, that they may be one, 
as we are, John xvii. 11. This agrees with 
what he said to them before. I will pray 
to the Father, and he shall give you ano- 
ther Comforter, who shall abide with you 
for ever, even the Spirit of truth, John 
xiv. 16. And that his prayer was heard, 
ss evident from what happened at the day 
of Pentecost, when they were all filled 
with the Holy Spirit, Acts ii. 4. They 
were one, even as he and the Father were 
one. It is worthy of remark, that when 
he told the Jews that he and the Father 
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were one, they took up stones to stone him 
as a blasphemer, for, pretending to be God 
when he was only a man. To which he 
replied, Is it not written in your law, I said, 
ye are gods? John x. 31. If he called 
them gods, to whom the word of God came, 
(to invest them with authority over his peo- 
ple,) how can ye charge me, whom the 
Father hath sanctified and sent into the 
world, with the guilt of blasphemy, be- 
cause I said, I am the Son of God? John 
x. 30. In this manner he vindicated him- 
self clearly, according to the scriptures; 
where those kings and judges whom God 
had appointed, are called gods, and chil- 
dren of the Most High. 

That he was truly a man, appears evi- 
dently also from his words in the garden. 
My soul is exceeding sorrowful, even unto 
death, Matt. xxvi. 38. And being in an 
agony, he prayed more earnestly, and his 
sweat was as it were drops of blood falling 
down to the ground. Here soul and body, 
the constituent parts of human nature, 
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were greatly affected. ~That he had no 
power of his own to defend himself from 
his enemies, more than any other man in 
the same circumstances, appears from what 
he said to Peter, when he offered to fight 
for him: Put up again thy sword into its 
place; thinkest thou I cannot now pray to 
my Father, and he shall presently give me 
more than twelve legions of angels? But 
how theri shall the scriptures be fulfilled 
that thus it must be, Matt. xxvi. 52. When 
nailed to the cross, he cried with a loud 
voice, My God, my God, why hast thou 
forsaken me? xxvii. 46. And when he had 
cried again, he said, Father, into thy hands 
I commend my spirit; and having said this 
he expired, Luke xxii. 46. Here again, 
the two essential constituent parts of hu- 
man nature are pointed out: the spirit, or 
rational soul, and the organized body. The 
former he commended into the hands of his 
Father; the latter remained some time on 
the cross, till it was taken down and buried. 
In the vital union of these two consisted 
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the person of Christ. And till this union 
was restored, he remained in the state of 
the dead, like other men. Whatever 
authority, wisdom, or power he possessed 
above the rest of men, he always ascribed 
to his Father, the only true God. All 
things are delivered unto me of my Father, 
Matt. xi. 27. 
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CHAP. VI. 


THE DOCTRINE OF THE APOSTLES IN THEIR » 
PUBLIC DISCOURSES AND EPISTLES CON- 
CERNING JESUS CHRIST. 


THe commission our Lord gave to his 
apostles, is expressed in these words: 
Go ye and teach all nations, teaching 
them to observe all things, whatsoever 
I have commanded you, Matt. xxvin. 19. 
Accordingly, what they said of him per- 
fectly agrees with what he said of himself. 
They called him—a man approved of God, 
Acts ii. 22..—Of the seed of David accord- 
ing to the flesh, Rom. i. 3.—Made of a 
woman, Gal. viii. 8.—A partaker of flesh 
and blood, Heb. ii. 14.—Made in the like- 
ness of men, found in fashion as a man, 
Phil. ii. 7.—In all points made like unto 
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his brethren, Heb. ii. 17.—In all points 
tempted like as we are, yet without sin, 
iv. 15.—Being holy, harmless, undefiled, 
and separate from sinners, vil. 26.—A man 
who was once dead, but is now alive, Acts 
xvii. 31. Rev. i. 18.—The mediator between 
God and men, the man Christ Jesus, 1 Tim. 
i. 25.—And who was as truly a man as 
Adam was. For since by man came death, 
by man came also the resurrection from the 
dead. For as in Adam all die, even so 
in Christ shall all be made alive, 1 Cor. 
xvi 21. 

We are informed also by the apostles, 
that the man Christ Jesus was a prophet, 
sent, raised up, and inspired by God, to 
instruct men as all the prophets were ; and 
that he was the very person foretold by 
Moses in these words:—A prophet ‘shall 
the Lord your God raise up to you of your 
brethren like unto me, him shall ye hear in 
all things whatsoever he shall say unto you. 
And it shall come to pass that every person 
who shall not hear that prophet, shall be 
destroyed from among his people. Unto 
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you God, having raised up his Son Jesus, 
the great Prophet, sent him to bless you, in 
turing away every one of you from his 
iniquities, Acts iil. 22.—God anointed him 
with the Holy Spirit, or inspired nim, Acts 
x. 38.—Through the Holy Spirit he gave 
commandments unto the apostles whom he 
had chosen, Acts i. 2. God preached peace 
to the children of Israel by Jesus Christ, 
Acts x. 36. God, who at sundry times and 
in divers manners, spake in tunes past, 
unto the fathers by the prophets, hath in 
these last days spoken unto us by his Son, 
Heb. i. 1. And all the visions of John in 
the isle of Patmos, concerning the seven 
churches of Asia, and the general state of 
the Catholic church till the end of the 
world, are called the revelation of Jesus 
Christ, which God gave unto him, to show 
unto his servants things which must shortly 
come to pass, Rev. i. 1. And thus the 
Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of 
David, he that was made of the seed of 
David according to the flesh, prevailed 
to open the book, which ne mam in heaven, 
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or in earth, neither under the earth was 
able to open, or look upon, Rev. v. 5. God 
first revealed these future events to him, 
and he sent, or signified them by his angel, 
or messenger, to his servant John. 

As our Lord had declared to the Jews, 
that he could do nothing of himself, but 
that it was the Father that dwelt in him 
that did all his works; so the apostles in 
like manner have declared, that Jesus of 
Nazareth was a man, approved of God, 
among the Jews, by miracles and wonders 
and signs, which God did by him, Acts 
ii. 22. God was the agent; Jesus was 
only the instrument. As it is said, that 
God wrought special miracles by the hand 
of Paul, Acts xix. 11. Hence we find, that 
after the ascent of Christ into heaven, the 
apostles joined in a solemn prayer to God, 
who made heaven and earth, the sea, and 
all that in them is, requesting that he 
would stretch forth his hand, or exert his 
Almighty power to heal, and that signs 
and wonders might be done by the name> 
of his hely servant Jesus, Acts iv. 34. 
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Accordingly, when they had prayed, the 
place where they stood was shaken, and 
they were all filled with the Holy Spirit: 
they spake the word of God with boldness; 
and with great boldness gave the apostles 
witness of the resurrection of the Lord 
Jesus, Acts iv. 31. They were the visible 
means, or instruments, by whom the mira- 
culous power of God was displayed for the 
confirmation of the gospel. They went 
forth preaching every where, the Lord 
working with them, and confirming the 
word with signs following, Mark xvi. 20.— 
God bearing them witness both with signs 
and wonders, and with divers miracles and 
eifts of the Holy Spirit according to his 
own will, Heb. ii. 4. It is evident there- 
fore, that Jesus Christ and his apostles 
wrought all their miracles by the same 
power; even the power of the Spirit. of 
God, Rom. xv. 19. 

By this power he was raised from the 
dead. God hath raised him up, having 
loosed the bonds: of death, Acts 1. 14.— 
God, who made the world and all things 
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therein, he hath raised him from the dead, 
xvii. 24.—He was raised from the dead by 
the glory of the Father, Rom. vi. 4.—The 
God of our Lord Jesus Christ, manifested 
the exceeding greatness of his power, 
which he wrought in Christ, when he 
raised him from the dead, Eph. i. 17.— 
Being put to death in the flesh, but quick- 
ened by the Spirit, 1 Peter iii. 18.—Though 
he was crucified in weakness, yet he liveth 
by the power of God, 2 Cor. xii. 4. | 
As Jesus Christ declared before the high 
priest, that he was the Son of God, the 
Christ, or the Anointed of the Lord, the 
King of the Jews, the ruler of God’s peo- 
ple; so have his apostles, who mention his 
resurrection as a proof of his title and 
authority. For David, being a prophet, and 
knowing that God had sworn with an oath 
to him, That of the fruit of his loins, accord- 
ing to the flesh, he would raise up Christ 
to sit upon his throne; he seeing this be- 
fore, spake of the resurrection of Christ; that 
his soul should not be left in hell, neither 
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did his flesh see corruption. This Jesus 
hath God raised up. 

The Lord said unto my Lord, Sit thou on 
my right hand, till I make thine enemies 
thy footstool. Therefore, let all the house 
of Israel know assuredly, that God hath 
made that same Jesus, whom ye have 
crucified, both Lord and Christ, Acts 
i. 80.—Him hath G'od exalted to be a 
Prince and a Saviour, v. 31.—He hath 
raised up Jesus again, as it is written in 
the 2nd Psalm, Thou art my Son, this day 
have I begotten thee, xiii. 33.—And thus 
he was declared to be the Son of God with 
power, by the resurrection from the dead, 
Rom. i. 4.—This was the sign he promised 
to give of his divine mission, as the Christ 
the Son of God. When the Pharisees and 
the Sadducees came tempting him, desiring 
he would shew them a sign from heaven, 
‘A wicked and adulterous generation,” 
said he, ‘‘ seeketh after a sign, and there 
shall no sign be given unto it, but the sign 
of the prophet Jonas. For as Jonas was 
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three days and three nights in the whale’s 
belly, so shall the Son of man be three 
days and three nights in the heart of the 
earth.” 

As Jesus Christ told his apostles after 
his resurrection, that all power was given 
fo him in heaven and in earth, Matt. 
xxvill. 18. so they have taught the same 
doctrine to all nations. For this cause 
Christ died and rose again, that he might 
be Lord both of the dead and of the living, 
ftom. xiv. 9.—God hath. appointed him 
heir of all things, Heb. i. 2.—When he 
bringeth again the first begotten from the 
dead into the world, he saith, Let all 
the angels of God worship him, (or submit 
to his authority,) verse .6.—Unto the Son 
he saith, Thou hast loved righteousness and 
hated iniquity; therefore God, even thy 
God, hath anointed thee with the oil of 
gladness above thy fellows, viii. 8.—He is 
gone into heaven, and is on the right hand 
of God; angels, and authorities, and powers 
being made subject unto him, 1 Peter iii. 22. 
Being found in fashion as a man, he 
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became obedient unto death, even the 
death of the cross. Wherefore, God hath 
also highly exalted him, and given him a 
name which is above every name, that 27 
the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 
of things in heaven and things on earth ; 
and that every tongue should confess, that | 
Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God 
the Father, Philip: ii. 8. Thus he must 
reign till he has put all enemies under his 
feet: the last enemy that shall be de- 
stroyed is death. For God hath made all 
things subject to him. But when it is 
said, that all things are put under him, 
+t is evident that he (God) is excepted 
who did put all things under him. And 
when all things are subdued unto him, 
then shall the Son also himself be sub- 
ject unto him that put all things under 
him, that God may be all in all, 1 Cor. 
xv. 25. For he that made the world 
and all things therein; the God in whom 
we live and move and have our being, 
hath appointed a day in which he will 
judge the world in righteousness, by that 
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man whom he hath ordained, whereof he 
hath given assurance unto all men, in that 
he hath raised him from the dead, Acts 
xvi. 24. 

From an attentive consideration of the 
foregoing evidence, it clearly appears, that 
the doctrine of the ancient prophets con- 
cerning Jesus Christ, perfectly agrees with 
what he said of himself; and that the doc- 
trine taught by the apostles perfectly agrees 
with both. The substance of which is this: 
that he was truly a man, consisting of 
soul and body, produced by the power of 
the Highest—or the miraculous operation 
of God; that he grew up, or increased in 
wisdom and stature, through the different 
periods of infancy, childhood, youth and 
manhood, in favor with God and man, until 
he was about thirty years of age; that 
then the Spirit of God came upon him, or 
that he was inspired in an extraordinary 
manner above the ancient prophets; that 
he was immediately taught of God, who 
declared him to be his Son,—spoke by 
him——dwelt in him—was with him—and 


102 


wrought all his miracles ;—that he was per- 
fectly free from sin, faithful and obedient to 
the will of God (his Father) in all things, 
even unto death ;—that in reward for his per- 
fect obedience, in confirmation of his divine 
mission and the truth of all his doctrines, 
God raised him up from the dead upon the 
third day ;—that after he had frequently 
appeared, conversed with, and commis- 
sioned his apostles to preach the gospel 
to all nations, he was received up into 
heaven, and sat on the right hand of God: 
far above all principality and power, might 
and dominion; and every name which is 
named, not only in this world, but also in 
that which is to come ;—that by him God 
will raise the dead, judge the world in 
righteousness, and render unto every man 
according to his works ;—that this man, 
Christ Jesus, is the only mediator between 
God and men,—the only Saviour of the 
world. | 

This is the doctrine of the holy scriptures 
concerning Jesus Christ whom God sent 
imto the world,—a doctrine, consistent 
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with reason, free from all mystery, ‘ab- 
surdity and contradiction. But the gene- 
rality of Christians not satisfied with this, 
have long believed, and zealously con- 
tended for another opinion: namely, that 
Jesus Christ was not only a man, (which 
cannot be denied,) but that he was also- 
God; the same in substance, and equal 
in power and glory with his Father. That 
the human, and divine natures were united 
in one person, i.e. the word was made 
flesh, and dwelt among us. This is a 
mystery indeed! For if the word person 
signifies an intelligent being, or conscious 
agent, then Christ must either be two 
persons, or no person at all. That he is 
an intelligent being, consisting of soul and 
body, is absolutely certain; and that such 
a being is a human person is no less 
evident. Consequently, if his soul and 
body, which constitute the person of a 
man, be united to another person, called 
the Word, there must be two persons; 
but if the word person does not signify 
an intelligent being, and the Christ be 
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not a human being, then he can be no 
person at all. Such are the absurdities 
that unavoidably follow any attempt to 
prove this doctrine. The causes which 
have given rise to its adoption, may be 
traced to the literal interpretation of a 
few figurative texts, and from an opinion 
ihat reason is insufficient to judge of re- 
velation. ; 

When Jesus Christ is called God, as he 
sometimes is in scripture;—when he is 
said to have been in the form of God, and 
thought it not robbery to be equal with 
God ;—when it is said, that the Word was 
made flesh and dwelt among us; that this 
Word was God, by whom all things were 
made; that God created all things by Jesus 
Christ; that by him, who is the image of the 
invisible God, were all things created that 
are in heaven and in earth ;—when these 
and the like passages are found in scrip- 
ture, it is immediately concluded that he 
:s God in the true and proper sense of the 
word, equal with the Father, the Almighty 
Maker and supreme Governor of the uni- 
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verse. While at the same time, it must be 
confessed, that he was really a man like 
unto us in all things, except sin. And 
thus the infinite perfections of the Deity, 
with all the sinless imperfections of hu- 
manity, are ascribed to the same individual 
person, or intelligent being. And when 
this opinion is charged with absurdity and 
contradiction, the answer commonly given 
is, that it is a mystery, incomprehensible 
to human reason—a doctrine necessary to 
be believed under pain of eternal damna- 
tion. But, if what has already been said in 
the first part, concerning the only true God, 
be true, according to the scriptures, this 
incomprehensible mystery must certainly 
be wrong. And that it is so, will appear 
when the quotations last mentioned are 
rightly understood. 

It is well known that the titles—God, or 
the Son, or Sons of God, were frequently 
used, not to signify the supreme Being, and 
a person, or persons, equal to him; but to 
signify some man or men possessed of great 
authority over others, or who were remark- 
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able for great abilities. Thus, Thou shalé 
not revile the gods, nor curse the ruler of 
thy people, Exod. xxii, 28.—I speak of the 
things which I have made, touching the 
king, (Solomon)—Thy throne, O God, is 
for ever and ever—God, even thy God, 
hath anointed thee, Psal. xly. 1.—God 
judgeth among the gods.—I have said, ye 
are gods, and all ye are children of the 
Most High, Ixxxii.1. Now, if these titles 
were given to the rulers, judges, and kings 
of Israel, much more might they be ap- 
plied to Jesus Christ, who was born King 
of the Jews—anointed with the holy Spirit 
_and with power—invested with a higher 
commission than any king ever was— 
chosen of God, and appointed to reign over 
the house of Jacob for ever and ever—and 
to whom all power in heaven and in earth 
was committed. And if it were no blas- 
phemy in him to call himself the Son of 
God, as the kings of Israel were sometimes 
called, so neither can it be blasphemy to 
call him God in the same sense they were, 
John x. 34, 
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Tn allusion to this high title, the apostle 
recommends the example of our Lord to all 
his disciples: Let this mind be in you, 
which was also in Christ Jesus, who being 
in the form of God—(as the ancient kings 
of the Jews were called gods, or as Moses 
was a god, or instead of a god to Pharaoh, ) 
—being invested with the authority of God 
to reign over the Jews,—thought it not 
robbery to be equal with God,—did not 
reckon it a prize, eagerly to be sought after, 
to be equal with God, or to obtain the 
honor and power of a temporal prince, 
like the kings of Israel, who were called 
gods; but made himself of no reputation; 
not greedily seizing the temporal authority, 
but wisely declining it, when he saw that 
the multitude would come by force, and 
make him a king. And took upon him 
the form of a servant, going about doing 
good, and healing all that were oppressed 
of the devil; having no habitation of his 
own, and supported by the liberality of 
others, who ministered unto him of their 
substance. And was- made in the likeness 
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of men—differing nothing in his external 
appearance from them. In all this he 
shewed great humility; but, he did more; 
being found in fashion as a man, he hum- 
bled himself, and became obedient unto 
death, even the death of the cross ;—a 
punishment inflicted only on slaves guilty 
of capital crimes. Wherefore, God even 
the Father hath highly exalted him, not to 
equality with himself, but to the highest 
authority under him, to the glory of God 
the Father, Philip. u. 5. 

With respect to the Word which was 
made flesh, it has already been shewn that 
it is only a metaphor, signifymg the will 
and power of God, manifested and made 
known in an extraordinary manner to, and 
by, the man Jesus Christ, in the days of 
his flesh, or while he dwelt among the 
Jews. oot 
By this Word, or voluntary power of 
God, all things were made four thousand. 
years before Christ was born; and six: 
hundred years before his birth, the prophet 
Isaiah foretold, that God would create new 
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heavens and a new earth; and that the 
former should not be remembered, nor 
come into mind, Isaiah lxv. 17. The time 
of this new creation, he observes, would 
immediately succeed the rejection of the 
Jews for their unbelief. Therefore, will I 
number you to the sword, and ye shall all 
bow down to the slaughter; because when 
I called, ye did not answer; when I spake, 
ye did not hear; but did evil before mine 
eyes, and did choose that wherein I de- 
lighted not: Therefore, thus saith the Lord 
God, Behold, my servants shall eat, but ye 
shall be hungry ; behold, my servants shall 
drink, but ye shall be thirsty; behold, my 
servants shall rejoice, but ye shall be 
ashamed. Behold, my servants shall sing 
for joy of heart, but ye shall cry for sor- 
row of heart, and shall howl for vexation of 
spirit. And ye shall leave your name for 
a curse unto my chosen, for the Lord God 
shall slay thee, and call his servants by 
another name; (i.e. Christians.) For be- 
hold, I create new heavens and a new 
earth—a new and. better dispensation; and 
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the former, i. e. the dispensation of Moses, 
shall not be remembered, nor. cqme into 
mind. And that this new creation relates 
to the moral world, or the state of the 
church, is evident from these words; But, 
he ye glad and rejoice in that which I 
create; for behold, 1 create Jerusalem a 
rejoicing, and her people a joy, Isa. Ixv. 12. 
By Jerusalem is meant the Church of God ; 
and her people, the members of that church, 
who would rejoice at the coming of the 
Messiah and the establishment of his king- 
dom in the world. With a view to this, 
the apostle observes—If any man be in 
Christ, he is a new creature. Old things 
are passed away; behold, all things are 
become new; and all things are of God, 
who hath reconciled the world to himself 
by Jesus Christ. And to us hath given 
the ministry of reconciliation, i. e. that in 
Christ, God was reconciling, renewing, and 
creating the world anew unto himself, 
2 Cor. v. 17.—For we are his workman- 
ship, created in Christ Jesus, unto good 
works, Eph. u. 10.—Having abolished in 
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his flesh the enmity, even the law of com- 
mandments, contained in ordinances, to 
make of himself in twain, i.e. the Jews 
and Gentiles one new man; so making 
peace, that he might reconcile both unto 
God in one body by the cross, Eph. ii. 15. 
—This he calls the mystery, which from 
the beginning of the world hath been hid 
in God, who created, or reconciled, all 
things by Jesus Christ. To the intent that 
now unto the principalities and powers in 
heavenly places, might be known by the 
church the manifold wisdom of God, Eph. 
ili. 9.—The church, consisting of Jews and 
Gentiles united in one body at that time, 
was a new world, or new state of things, 
which God created by Jesus Christ. | 

This new creation is further described by 
the apostle in these words: Giving thanks 
to the Father, who hath delivered us from 
the powers of darkness, (from paganism, } 
and hath translated us into the kingdom of 
his dear Son, who is the image of the in- 
visible God, the first born of every creature, 
‘or of the new creation. As he calls him- 
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self the beginning of the creation of God, 
Rev. ii. 14. Not the creation of the na- 
tural, but of the moral world. For by him 
were all things created, that are in heaven, 
and that are in earth; visible and invisible, 
whether they be thrones, or dominions, or 
principalities, or powers: all things’ were 
created, or reconciled by him, and for him. 
And he is before all things, (i. e. im point 
of dignity,) and by him all things consist, 
or stand in their just order and harmony, 
(i.e. under his government,) as plainly ap- 
pears from the following words; and he 
is the head of the body of the church, 
who is the beginning (of this new creation) 
the first begotten from the dead, that in all 
things he should have the pre-eminence. 
For it pleased the Father, that in him should 
all fulness dwell. And (having made peace 
through the blood of his cross) by him to 
reconcile all things unto himself; by him 
I say, whether they be things on earth, 
or things in heaven. This was not the 
creation of heaven and earth, but of the 
things that are in them, i. €. angels and 
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men, or Jews and Gentiles, brought under 
his government, and reconciled to him by 
God. And you that were some time 
alienated, and enemies in your mind by 
wicked works, yet now hath he recon- 
ciled, or created, in the body of his flesh 
through death, to present you holy and 
unblameable and. unreprovable in his sight, 
Col. i. 12. | 

From this description of the creation, or 
reconciliation above mentioned, it evidently 
appears to be that state of the moral world, 
which was introduced by the death, re- 
surrection, and exaltation of Jesus Christ. 
The apostle, therefore, calls that state the 
“new man, which after God is created in 
righteousness and true holiness, Eph. iv. 
24.—The new man, which is renewed in 
knowledge, after the image of him, that 
created him, Col. iii. 10.—For in Jesus 
Christ, neither circumcision nor uncircum- 
cision avail any thing, but a new creation, 
Gal. vi. 15.—At the second coming of our 
Lord the creation will be finished, or made 


perfect: as John saw, in one of his visions, 
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a new heaven and a new earth, or a new 
state of things, for the present shall pass 
away, and he that sitteth upon the throne, 
shall make all things new, Rev. xxi. 1. 

Many texts of scripture have been ad- 
duced to prove that Jesus Christ is not 
God the Father, but only a man like unto 
us in all things; that he is called God, as 
Moses, Samuel, and others were, using the 
term in its proper sense, possessing also 
the divine perfections in a most eminent 
degree, but not equal to zs God and Fa- 
ther and owr God and. Father. 

The terms God, equal, creation, &c. (as 
applied to Jesus,) when impartially exa- 
mined, admit a meaning perfectly agree- 
able to reason and common sense, free from 
all contradiction and absurdity, and per- 
fectly consistent with what has been said 
concerning the only true God, and Jesus 
Christ, whom he sent into the world. 

To affirm, as numbers have done, and 
still continue to do, that the doctrines of 
revealed religion are incomprehensible to 
the human understanding, or that reason is 
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not to be the judge of revelation, is an 
opinion equally false and dangerous. For 
without reason we would have been inca- 
pable of revelation. By reason only we 
know a divine revelation from human im- 
posture. And by this faculty we inves- 
tigate and discover the true meaning of 
such revelation. To°say, therefore, that 
God has revealed certain doctrines, which 
are still incomprehensible, is no less than 
a contradiction. For, if they cannot be 
understood; if they convey no ideas, or 
clear conceptions, into the mind—they are 
not revealed ; it is impossible we can know 
any thing concerning them. By revelation 
many things are made known to men, 
which reason alone could never have dis- 
covered; but since they have been re- 
vealed, reason clearly discovers the truth 
and the importance of them. They never 
contradict reason, but always agree per- 
fectly with it. They may be connected 
with other things which are incomprehen- 
sible, but these things have never yet been 
revealed, 
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If the literal meaning of scripture were 
always to be received as the true meaning, 
then the Jewish and Christian religions 
would be a system of contradictions and 
absurdities, repugnant to reason and com- 
mon sense. In that case we should believe, 
that God has ears, eyes, hands, arms, fingers ; 
that he has a soul, or spirit within him, as 
we have; that he has a mouth, and breath; 
and speaks and utters words as we do. 
We should believe that bread and wine are 
flesh and blood; that except we eat the 
flesh, and drink the blood of the Son of 
man, we have no life in us: We should 
believe that the Father and the Son are 
one individual being, undivided, yet sepa- 
rate; two distinct persons, yet only one; 
each being God, but only one God, instead 
of regarding them as one, in the same 
sense as Christ prays that he and _ his 
disciples may be one, ‘‘ That they all 
may be one, as thou Father art in me 
and I in thee, that they also may be 
one in us,” John xvii. 21. These and many 
other absurdities would follow from a 
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literal interpretation of the scriptures. | 
Let reason, therefore, in perfect harmony 
with common sense, and the plain undis- 
puted passages of scripture, be the standard 
for interpreting all other texts which may 
appear contrary to these. How far the 
author has observed this rule, or succeeded 
in his undertaking, let the reader judge 
impartially, and believe accordingly. 
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